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Dear Friends of the Reinhardt Abraham memorial Foundation,
If you scan the important news of 2017 you`ll find not only good news.
A lot of countries were again suffering from severe terror attacks,
causing lots of fatalities and injuries. Conflicts around the world are
ongoing and many refugees are looking for a safe and better life not
only in Europe.
Our industry was not in the main focus of terrorists this year, but we still
have to be very careful und keep our eyes wide open in undertaking every effort for safe
and secure flights for the benefit of our customers and crews. Our industry is a very
peaceful industry. Travelling for many reasons brings people together, allowing them to
learn from each other, which is of utmost importance for a better understanding between
different nations, different cultures and different religions.
Although our industry is peaceful in one sense it is very competitive and non-forgiving in
another. The market situation in Germany has recently changed dramatically through the
bankruptcy of Air Berlin. For the Lufthansa Group, who is mainly the sponsor of our
“Reinhardt Abraham Memorial Foundation” (RASf) the new situation brings positive
opportunities to compete against aggressive low cost airlines, having already entered the
European and German market. To manage these big challenges, it is necessary to look
for the finest young people to keep our industry running successful into the future.
In that context we are very proud of having again the possibility in 2018 to send young
engineers to the United States to Boeing and to the University of Washington and we are
very happy to have students from the US joining the summer school of the University of
Berlin. The RASf has been successful for 21 years and all partners are happy and willing
to continue with our programs.
At this point I would like to thank all our partners of Boeing, of the University of
Washington and Berlin and our colleagues of Lufthansa Technique for their ongoing great
engagement and support. What we do together is for a better future and it`s in the sense
of Reinhardt Abraham.
This newsletter gives you an interesting and authentic impression of what our students
have experienced during their exchange programs. Enjoy reading it!
I wish you and your families a peaceful Christmas and a happy New Year

Werner Knorr
Chairman of the Board
Deutsche Lufthansa Berlin-Foundation
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Tereza Driendl
Boeing Trainee Program
March 2017 to December 2017

approach made me feel so excited and fortunate for
having gotten this opportunity.

Getting the good news
Short after the interviews I got the good news that it
was my turn to go overseas and do a six month
internship with Boeing. Along with the good news I
realized that I should start gathering all the necessary
paperwork for the visa rather sooner than later– like
almost everybody before me already said, it’s a lot but
it also is totally worth it. Most important is to
understand what different documents there are and
what information they require. But no worries – we all
grow with our tasks and challenges. I just felt ready to
leave after I held my passport with the visa sticker in
my hands. That’s when it hit me – I will live in Seattle
for the next six months.

Downtown Seattle with a German motor specialist shop

Living in Seattle
Until my day of arrival I only knew Seattle from Google
Maps and Grey’s Anatomy. But arriving in this beautiful
town on a sunny day, being able to see the Boeing
Everett site, the Puget Sound with the Cascades and
Mount Rainier as well as Downtown Seattle during

Mount Rainier from a plane

As always, everything is already taken care of. I got
picked up by a driver at the airport who drove me off
at the pre-arranged hotel near the Space Needle. The
first week I spent exploring the city, opening a bank
account and meeting with my new landlords. Luckily
Felix and David, the former interns were still in town so
I got to bombard them with questions about Boeing
and about their experiences working there. Soon my
first day approached and I stood in front of the
overwhelming big factory at 7 a.m., ready to start the
adventure. My manager met me outside one of the
many buildings and brought me inside to introduce
me to my new work team. The weeks were
characterized by trying to understand Boeing. The
different trades and divisions were a challenge in the
beginning. After two weeks my manager assigned me
great responsibility for my first own project. My work
team treated me as a regular team member which
made me feel welcome from the first day on. The
department I worked in is called Automated Spray
Methods (ASM) and is responsible for the production
support of the paint robots spray painting the 777
Legacy and starting in March 2018 the 777X wings as
well. As I already mentioned my team was very
supportive, always taking time to explain the Boeing
world to me. As soon as people heard I was from
Germany, everyone was very interested and
bombarded me with questions about soccer, German
clichés or driving without speed limit on the Autobahn.
After my six months I made new friends at work and

learned so much from Boeing that will benefit me in
the future that I could not be thankful enough for this
once in a lifetime opportunity. Thank you Boeing and
ASM for making this possible and as amazing as it
was.
Outside of Boeing
The Apartment in Green Lake is perfectly located as it
is only a twenty-five minutes commute to Everett and it
is always reverse to the main commuting direction.
Green Lake itself is the perfect spot to hang out in the
summer. If it is running around the three miles loop
trail, playing pick-up volleyball on the spacious
grassed area. Also the restaurants and bars in that
area are diverse so it never gets boring. Especially in
the beginning I spent most of the weekends exploring
Seattle’s surroundings.

View at The Gorge venue

It’s one of the most beautiful venues I’ve ever seen in
my life. Other than the natural attractions Seattle also
offers a variety of museums and historical attractions
like the underground tour where you get to explore
Seattle’s underground which was formed after a big
fire and the city decided to step-level steep hills and
different sport attractions like the Seattle Seahawks or
the Mariners. Also holidays like Memorial Day, Labor
Day or July 4th – Independence Day – are celebrated
in Seattle and it was very exciting to experience these
traditional holidays with my new friends. Last but not
least we even had the opportunity to meet with former
Interns and UW students.

.
Hiking in the Cascades

The Cascades, the Puget Sound, Mount Rainier, Mount
Baker even Canada and Portland are only a maximum
three hour car ride away. Hiking, swimming, Beach –
everything is possible in Washington. One of my
favorite memories is the Sasquatch music festival at
the amphitheater located at the Colorado River east of
the cascades.

Time flew and the six months went by in a heartbeat. I
want to thank Boeing, the RASf, TU Berlin and the
Lufthansa Technik to allow me this once in a lifetime
opportunity.

Nini Hong
TU Berlin Summer University
June 2017 to August 2017
Being a first generation student, getting the chance to
attend college was already a great milestone for my
family and me, but having the chance to study abroad
was an even more amazing experience. I never would
have imagined being able to study abroad as a
student if not for the generous scholarship of the
Reinhardt Abraham Memorial Foundation.
If I am being honest, I did not do too much research
on Berlin before arriving. I took my chances with
applying to study abroad and once I found out I
received the scholarship I knew it was something I
could not turn down. I received an opportunity of a
lifetime and that was enough for me. It really did not
feel as if I was leaving until the moment I arrived at
SeaTac airport and hugged my mother goodbye. I had
just finished my final exams that Monday, moved back
home and packed everything I needed for the next
three months on Tuesday, and I was en route to Berlin
in the early afternoon of Wednesday. The uncertainty
and fear added to the excitement that was about to
ensue. I was about to spend my summer in a foreign
country, which I frankly knew almost nothing about,
alone.
The TU Berlin Summer University staff were
extraordinarily helpful with the transition. Not only did
they serve as administrative assistance, they provide
us with cultural experiences that really exposed us to
the many things Berlin had to offer. Much thanks to
them for being such wonderful resources!

The Berlin Wall

My first class at TU Berlin was a 3D printing and
scanning class. Upon signing up, I imagined it being
more of an engineering based class because that was
the only context I ever saw such technologies being
applied to. Interestingly enough, the class had a focus
on museum artifacts. My instructor always mentioned
that he was an artist, not an engineer. Some of the
equipment used – gypsum printers, CT Scanners,
structured light scanners – were completely new to
me. I thought it was very interesting how 3D
technology was used create and restore art and
historical artifacts for several European museums.
My second class was a managing innovations class
where we learned about blockchain technology and
had to create a blockchain business model for
German energy company, SonnenBatterie. My team
and I designed a mobile app that allowed prosumers
to channel excess energy generated to consumers
through home SonnenBatterie solar panels in an
unregulated, decentralized manner. Taking this class
made me realize just how cutting edge and tech savvy
Berlin was. Rightfully dubbed the Silicon Valley of
Europe, Berlin is a hub for innovation and startups.
Blockchains such as bitcoin are highly popular in
Berlin and is gaining foothold in the states as I have
noticed after coming home and taking this class. It
was quite exciting hearing mentions of blockchain
when I talked to a couple companies at a career fair I
went to after learning so much about it from this class.
My last class, CanSat Satellite Design, was definitely
my hardest but most rewarding class. Each team had
to design a water rocket that would withstand water
pressure and reach a minimum 60 m apogee then
release a payload that measured temperature and
altitude and have the rocket and payload reach the
ground unbroken. Having less than a week after
learning the basics of astronautics, electronics,
mechanics, and Arduino, we spent some very late
nights panning, designing, and building all the
components of our rocket. Launch day served no less
stress, as something went wrong for every team.
Luckily, we brought backup supplies for last minute
mishaps and every team managed to successfully
launch their rocket, with ours being the highest
apogee!
Living in Berlin was extraordinary. The city was a
grand mix of culture, history, and innovation. There
always seemed like there was something new to

discover – abandoned WW2 buildings, over 200
museums, bars with craft German beer, parks,
palaces, cafes, state of the art doner stands – you
name it, Berlin will have it. I also loved how
international Berlin was. It was completely normal to
hear at least five different languages while riding on
the U-Bahn and meeting people from all corners of
the world with all sorts of backgrounds. Thankfully,
most people spoke English, though I would have liked
to struggle with the language barrier a bit more and
pick up a little more German than I did.

London. It was surprisingly cheap to travel by plane
and bus as well stay at a hostel which really made me
wish the U.S. had more accessible ways to travel
domestically. Because the friends I made and I had
different agendas, that meant travelling alone at times.
While it was sometimes lonely, it truly was an
experience I think everyone should have. I was made
to rely and look out for myself as well as put myself
out there to meet people. It really taught me a new
level of independence and pushed me out of my
comfort zone.

Ampelmann – Berlin’s Iconic walk sign

As wonderful as Berlin was, I was in Europe, and it’s
on almost every 20-something year old's bucket list to
travel through Europe. I of course seize the chance to
go to as many destinations as I could. Some with
friends, and some alone. I traveled mostly on
weekends, leaving at the end of the week and
Thursday, and arriving just a couple hours before
class on Monday. Call me young and restless, but I
wanted the most out of my time in Europe. Because I
loved traveling so much, I had to extend my stay a
week longer after courses needed to travel some
more. The destinations I hit included Prague,
Budapest, Mykonos, Barcelona, Amsterdam, and

Budapest

The coast on the Island of Mykonos
Successful launch

It makes me sad to know that the awe and excitement
I felt coming to a foreign country alone will never be
the same, however I am so thankful that I got to
experience such a magnificent city. This truly has been
the best three months of my life. I discovered my
passion for traveling and made so many friends from
around the world in Berlin. I hope to return one day for
more adventures to come.

3D scanned prints

Steven Wilson
TU Berlin Summer University
June 2017 to August 2017
I have been so lucky to have spent the entire summer
in beautiful Berlin! From early June until later August I
lived in the Moabit neighborhood of Berlin and took
courses at TU Berlin.
Motivation
I have wanted to have the chance to
a long time, but never had thought
Germany! Growing up, I never
connection to the country so I did

study abroad for
of ending up in
have had any
not know much

about it at all. I came across the program through the
study abroad office at my home university, the
University of Washington. After being told about the
opportunities in Berlin, I couldn’t help but be ecstatic
about the opportunity to go there. One of my
professors at the University of Washington, who has
spent a lot of time at TU Berlin in the past, was a
wonderful help in me deciding to go there for myself!
After all was said and done, I couldn’t have been
happier anywhere else this past summer!
Arriving in and experiencing Berlin
I arrived in Berlin in early June and was instantly
amazed by the city. Although adjusting to the time
difference took some time, as soon as I was ready to
explore the city I never looked back! I spent the entire
summer visiting all the different sites of Berlin and just
fell more and more in love with the city. From Maurer
Park to Boulderklub (a favorite rock climbing gym) to
Tempelhof to many more places, I daydream about all
the wonderful memories I have of being there.
Everyday there was a new place to explore.

computer programming but have not had the time to
do so in my schedule at UW (University of
Washington). My professor Christian was fantastic and
I greatly appreciate everything he taught us. I have a
much greater understanding and appreciation of
computer programming now and wish to continue my
education with an emphasis on it. I am glad I could
take a course on the German language and wish I
had had more time to learn it! I wish to continue
learning it as I grow older. I am currently an
aeronautical and astronautical engineering student at
UW so I am very happy that I took the satellite design
course. We gained important skills that apply to
working as an engineer. We designed and built an
entire payload for a water powered rocket. I am
currently working on similar projects now back at UW.

Here are us University of Washington students who
participated in the satellite design course

A wonderful mural at the East Side Gallery representing the
tense political history of Berlin

We launched our rockets on the very last day of
courses and were successful! Our system launched
and then ejected at apogee with parachutes. We were
all very proud of our work.
Trips to other cities and countries

Courses at TU Berlin
I enrolled in courses that I felt would help me in my
overall engineering education. I took an introductory
computer programming in Java course during the first
block of courses, an introductory German language
course during the second block of courses, and a
hands-on satellite design course during the third block
of courses. I had always wanted to take a course in

With the scholarship I received I had the opportunity to
travel to other countries in Europe! It is amazing to me
how easy it is to be in a new country when in Europe,
whereas in America there is only one other country
nearby to Seattle! I was able to travel to Prague in the
Czech Republic, Amsterdam in the Netherlands,
Krakow in Poland, Stockholm in Sweden, Copenhagen
in Denmark, Munich in Germany, and Salzburg in
Austria. I cannot begin to express how much I learned

about the world, other cultures and myself through
travelling through Europe. I have come away from it all
with a great sense of perspective. The biggest thing I
have come away with this summer is a better
understanding of myself. To travel through all new
countries by myself or with a few new friends was very
freeing and invigorating. I feel so lucky to have had all
the experiences I have had and have nothing but
great memories that will last a lifetime.

Gustav Zwilling
University of Washington
August 2017 to March 2018
Don’t call it a dream – call it a plan.
With this in my mind, I thought I have to give it a try
and get the application out. After all the paper work
and an invitation for an interview, I was very fortunate
getting an e-mail from the RASf that I will go to the
University of Washington.
I have done quite some traveling in the US but never
made it all the way up to the north of the west coast.
From all the stories I have heard about the laid back
mindset, their great coffee and beer brewing culture as
well as the mountaineering opportunities in this area, I
couldn’t wait to start this adventure.

Here I am in Amsterdam

Acknowledgments
I would like to thank the Reinhardt Abraham Memorial
Foundation for this wonderful experience as well as
the TU Berlin, The University of Washington, Lufthansa,
and everyone that was a part of the staff with the TU
Berlin summer school. I will be forever grateful for this
wonderful time.

I managed to finish all my exams in the first exam
period so I was able to take off four weeks before the
university was about to begin to go traveling and
getting everything ready before the quarter starts. My
first stop was in New York visiting friends who live in
the beautiful district of West Village. Walking around
the different neighborhoods and checking out the
trendy stores and bars is always a good time. The next
stop was in Atlantic City, New Jersey where I also
visited friends and my old host family from when I was
in high school. Living in a tiny house in their backyard
and enjoying the pool when it is 95°F outside was
great. Taking their jet ski for some rides in the bay
area was just one of the things I have always enjoyed
about the American lifestyle.

visit. I still had two more weeks to travel so I bought a
classic Mercedes 300 TDT from 1983 and took off to
explore the beautiful countryside. The Olympic
Peninsula offers a magnificent landscape. Great hikes
in the mountains and gorgeous beaches all in one
area. Taking a bath in the natural hot springs and
hiking through the rain forest around Ozette Lake are
just two of many activities this area offers.

Landing in Seattle with the view of Mount Rainier

Finally, I made it to Seattle! Against everything I got
told what the city is known for, the weather was perfect
for the next weeks. My first impression was that Seattle
is a beautiful city with lovely neighborhoods, super
friendly people and yes, they know how to make good
coffee and beer. That aviation is a part of the city is
omnipresent. Commercial airplanes from the Sea-Tac
Airport and the Boeing fields as well as all the private
Cessna’s and water planes are always visible. As
aeronautics engineer it feels like that this is the place
to be.

Camping at Lake Wenatchee in the Cascade Mountains

Because I always wanted to go to Yellowstone
National Park, I had to take the old Mercedes for the
1400 km trip. With all the volcanic action in this area,
Yellowstone offers a terrific landscape. All the geysers,
colorful hot springs and mud volcanos are very unique
and worth a visit. Not to forget all the wildlife such as
bison’s, moose and bears.

Boat cruise in the Puget Sound with a view of Downtown

During the first days, I was staying with a lovely host
family in West Seattle. Beautiful neighborhood with
awesome views of the Puget Sound. From Alki Beach
you have a great view of Downtown with its famous
Space Needle and Bryant Park is definitely worth a

Hot spring in Yellowstone National Park, Wyoming

Back in Seattle it was time to find a permanent
apartment which ended up being not that easy. I do
recommend to go with the Homestay Program of the
UW and live with a host family for the first weeks so
you have enough time to find a permanent place.
Since rental prices went up crazy in the last years
(doubled in the last six years) finding an affordable
place not too far from the university might take some
time. Sources to find apartments are the housing
Facebook group of the university and craigslist. Be
careful with signing a lease that requires you to stay
for a minimum period of six month and I also
recommend to stay away from landlords who are
renting out individual rooms in apartments. I finally
found a place just before the quarter started so
everything was good to go.
The group from FIUTS made a great introductory week
at the UW including trips to get to know other students.
You do notice quickly that the university pride is
different to the one at the TUB and that you are from
now on a Husky Dawg referring to the universities
mascot. On clear days you have a magnificent view
from the fountain to Mount Rainier which still is
magical for me every time I am able to take a look at
this 4392 m high glacier mountain.

research project which should give you a much more
relaxed schedule and you have more time to adapt to
the different system. I can say that the teaching staff is
very motivated and they have some really impressive
personalities. For example the professor of my
Controls of Aerospace course was before a senior
member of the Guidance and Control group at
NASAS JPL, being in charge of the controls of the
landing of the Curiosity rover on Mars in 2012.
Being a Husky also enables you to go to the IMA,
which is the sport center of the UW. Whatever you are
interested in doing, if its basketball, sailing, swimming
or climbing, the IMA has it all. They also have a great
variety of clubs to join. For example the Hiking Club
does trips every weekend and you are always
welcome to join them.
This leads me to all the great weekend trips I have
done so far. Hiking in the local Cascade Mountains
during fall is magnificent. The glowing colors from the
trees, blueberries on the way and the wildlife is truly
amazing in this area. The Cascades offer everything
an outdoor, mountaineering and climbing fan has ever
dreamed of.

Hike to the Hidden Lake Lookout, North Cascade Mountains
Fountain of the University of Washington

After this introductory week courses began and I
quickly started to question my choice of courses.
Doing multiple pages of homework for every class on
a weekly base leaves you with long days in the library.
Therefore I do recommend to not only do normal
courses but try to get some credits for an independent

The days are getting shorter, the Rain City is making
its name come true and the Seattle Freeze does not
only mean that it gets cold in the winter time. But
because we have seen the first snow of the year,
everybody is getting excited for the upcoming ski and
snowboard season. The season’s path is bought and I
can’t wait to draw my first line into the famous powder.

All these great experience were only possible through
the Reinhardt Abraham Scholarship from the
Deutsche Lufthansa Berlin-Foundation. Thank you so
much for giving me this great opportunity. I also have
to thank the Technical University Berlin as well as the
University of Washington for all the support they have
been giving me. To all my international friends I asked
for a couch to stay for a couple days, thank you for
your hospitality, generosity and the friendship.

Great things never came from comfort zones.

Alexander Kamtsiuris
Boeing Trainee Program
September 2017 to March 2018
I arrived at Seattle in September. It felt great and little
surreal to finally be here after all the preparations and
efforts in the months before. The first days I was
occupied with setting everything up for my stay,
however it was enough time left to discover the city.
Pike Market, Alki Beach in West Seattle or the view
from the Columbia Center are terrific choices for a
start.

the production and to keep it afloat. The facility
combines manual processes as well as robots.
Since with the new 777X, its bigger parts and different
materials, new production methods need to be
incorporated into the old processes, it is a challenging
time for this production facility. Hence, there are plenty
of tasks to do for new hires.
My manager always had good experience with
students from our university, this is why he has huge
expectations and trusts in your abilities. This means,
you won´t be treated as just an intern but as a new
starting engineer and you will get challenging and
responsible tasks, which is an exciting and valuable
experience. Key to success is openness and curiosity
since in the first weeks you will have to walk around a
lot to speak to different people and eventually to learn
about the organization and complex mechanisms of
this big company.
My co-workers are very helpful and I learn a lot from
them which is a great motivation to do my tasks as
best as possible.

Mt. Grouse, Vancouver (Canada)
View from Columbia Center

Work
I am working as an Equipment Engineer in the
Automated Spray Paint Methods department of the
777 program. In this building wings, empennage and
fuselage get coated with different chemicals and
sealing is applied to the parts. My team is a relatively
new group of young engineers, who work to improve

After work I spend a lot of my time in the Boeing
Recreational Center near the Everett Facility. There is a
fitness studio and a gym, where free sport groups
meet to play Basketball, Volleyball, Badminton and
many more. Especially when you are new around here
it is a great way to meet new people.

Life
The apartment is located near Green Lake which is a
very calm district. Mostly everything you need is within
short distance. Be prepared, traffic in Seattle is dense.
During work week you have fast access to the I-5 and
fortunately, you will be moving against the main
stream of traffic most of the time. You won't
necessarily need a car to access the center districts of
Seattle since there are lots of other options, like car &
bike sharing or the public transport.
It is not far to the University District where you find a lot
of different shops, bars and restaurants. A good way to
find out more about this area is to make contact with
the TU students who are studying at the University of
Washington. Other interesting districts are Ballard and
Fremont with its multiple small breweries and venues
for music.
Seattle and its surroundings have a lot to offer. A hike
in the Mount Rainier National Park to snowy Paradise
Point on a sunny day, watching Orcas and Humpback
whales around Orcas Island or celebrating Oktoberfest
with Americans at the small 'German' town
Leavenworth on the other side of the mountains were
only some of them. Canada/Vancouver is only a 2.5
hours’ drive away and welcomes you with really
friendly people - and the metric system.

Hiking to Paradise Point, Mount Rainier National Park
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Orcas at Orcas Island

It has been only six weeks and it is already a
wonderful time.

Thank you to the Reinhardt Abraham Foundation, the
Boeing Company and the International Office of the
Technical University of Berlin for making this
unforgettable experience possible.

Alexander Mayer
Boeing Trainee Program
September 2017 to March 2018
From the Boeing 737, which was the first airplane I
flew with via the countless airplanes I watched while
living my entire life right underneath the northern
approach path of Tegel Airport, through to my first toy
plane, a Boeing 747, ever since I can remember,
airplanes have been a part of my life. Thus, being one
of the few TU Berlin Boeing interns and part of this
programs history, is a huge honor for me.

Arriving and first days
Prior arriving in Seattle, the flight path gave me the
chance to notice the beautiful landscape, including the
mountains of Canada, the northern surroundings of
Seattle and a unique view on downtown Seattle, with
the Space Needle and CenturyLink Field.
After the plane arrived at the gate, three things caught
my eye. The Boeings all over the apron, the huge
U.S.A. flag hanging in the Alaska Airlines hangar right
next to us and the ground crew workers wearing
Seahawks caps. At this point of time I realized, you
finally arrived in Seahawks Country, Seattle.
The city welcomed me with really nice weather and I
explored
downtown,
besides
still
working
administrational stuff. The driver who picked me up at
the airport gave me the hint, to rather go up the
Columbia Center to get an overview of the city, instead
of the Space Needle, because if you go up the Space
Needle, there is one important thing of Seattle missing,
while looking at the city…Guess what it is...

Childhood memories vs. the wings to a new chapter in life

Berlin to Seattle
Even though it was approximately ten months to
prepare everything, it took me until the last night
before my departure to get everything settled. By
completing the different steps (confirmation, first
contact to the HR of Boeing, the paper work, booking
flights, applying for and receiving the Visa…), it
became more and more real that I will be an intern at
the world’s leading manufacturer of airplanes. At the
latest when my family and friends waved me goodbye
at the airport I noticed, that I am just thirteen hours of
flight, approximately 8,100 km and a meeting with the
U.S. boarder control away from the start of this new
chapter in life.

Alex and I on top of the Columbia Center (with the Space
Needle in the background)

The second thing he mentioned that got stuck in my
mind, was You’re gonna like it. It’s one big family.
Working for Boeing
The first five weeks of my internship have come to an
end and still it is amazing to get in for work every day
and walk around the huge bays, that I have seen in
documentaries so many times before, by myself. I am

with the Wing-Body-Join team of the 777 program,
working as a tool engineer and currently I am on a
special assignment from the 777 leadership team,
called Engineering Owns Safety. Our goal is to
eliminate injuries and safety concerns by improving
engineering through design, tooling, build plan or
installation plan changes. As a result, we review tools
and procedures, which are currently used and come
up with improvements. It is a perfect mixture between
investigating on the factory floor and desktop work. In
order to come up with solutions, it is necessary to talk
to and include opinions of various mechanics, project
leaders and managers from different fields as well,
making it an interdisciplinary job.

Spare time activities
The Green Lake is a beautiful place to go for a run, or
a walk, and so is the neighborhood. With a grocery
store nearby, it also offers a bank, a gas station,
restaurants and bars.

However, the first task that I have been given was to
calculate the loads of supporting surfaces. Something
you learn in Statik und elementare Festigkeitslehre
during the first semester of the Bachelor. It is always
useful to pay attention and keep things in your mind.
Sooner or later you may need them. ;)
The working atmosphere is very constructive and
people rather see you as an (starting) engineer who
has recently been hired and not as an intern. Although
everyone has their own projects, I can approach my
colleagues anytime to get their opinion on something,
and so would they. At the end of my second week I
came in on a Saturday night to watch how the
assembled Wing-Body is moved to its next position.
Thinking of me, as the new intern who does not want
to disturb the team within the process, I was standing
at the side of the bay (wearing safety glasses and a
bump cap, Safety First!). But not for long, as one of my
colleagues approached me during a break within their
preparations and explained the whole process to me
and asked me over to assist.
At this point of time, I feel pretty confident of using the
pedestrian tunnel under the factory floor, without
completely getting lost and furthermore I got hold of
most of the abbreviations everybody is using. And
even though you might not know the people you meet
in the factory, all of a sudden you will find yourself in
really nice conversations about different topics. It’s
really like a huge family.
Once the work is done for the day, it is a twenty-fiveminute drive to the apartment in Green Lake, with a
chance of seeing Mount Rainier.

The Green Lake 5k loop

Since the apartment is not that far away from the UW
district, it might not only be Seahawks country but also
Husky nation. Therefore two and a half weeks after my
arrival I have been invited to join colleagues for the
UW Huskies college football game. Starting with
tailgating and getting to know this unbelievable culture
of gathering at RVs and having a BBQ, while watching
other football games, I watched my first American
Football game in the U.S.A. later that night.
The destination of my first weekend trip to the
surroundings of Seattle was headed for the
Oktoberfest in Leavenworth. On our way we passed
the beautiful landscape of Stephens Pass, as it was
already in the transition from fall to winter. We spend
the weekend with a huge group of colleagues and
friends and had the chance to eat Jägerschnitzel
again, while introducing them to German culture. Well I
guess the introduction was not that necessary as
almost everybody was wearing Lederhosen or a
Dirndl. Pretty strange feeling to be on the other side of
the world and everybody dresses up like this.

However, I am pretty sure to go to Stephens Pass one
more time, since it is a huge skiing area and it started
snowing already (at the beginning of November!).

also to improve it by learning skills and practices that
have kept the company the number one in the world.
Being so fortunate to have the opportunity to
participate in this unique program is really rare,
considering the fact, that there are just a few
international interns at The Boeing Company in
general. I am very grateful that I have been given the
chance to experience the future working life in this
company and to make new contacts and friends here.
I would like to thank everybody who has been
involved in enabling me to experience this unique
opportunity and who is working in order to keep this
program going. The Boeing Company, Peter Marock
and the Akademisches Auslandsamt of the TU Berlin,
and especially the Reinhardt Abraham Memorial
Foundation (Deutsche Lufthansa Berlin-Foundation).

Leavenworth – The German town

A happy holiday season and a peaceful, happy and
successful New Year 2018!

Additionally, the Canadian border is not far away.
Therefore Alex, Tobi, Sebastian and me spend the last
weekend in Vancouver. We explored the beautiful city
on Friday night and Saturday and went for a hike at
Grouse Mountain on Sunday, before returning to
Seattle.

Lufthansa everywhere – street art two blocks down the
street

Peak photo – Interns and UW students climbed the Grouse
Mountain

Acknowledgments
During the first few weeks of my internship I had the
chance to not only practice the knowledge I gained
during my studies and project work at university, but

Tobias Wittig
University of Washington
October 2017 to May 2018
I recall being in a laboratory at TU Berlin and receiving
the message that the Reinhardt Abraham Memorial
Foundation and my home university selected me for
the study exchange at the University of Washington
(UW) and the Reinhardt Abraham scholarship. On
December 22nd, this felt like an early Christmas
present.

On my first day at the UW I eventually met Professor
Breidenthal in person. As at the Skype call I have been
impressed by his collegial attitude. He gave me a brief
introduction to the department, asked me for my
interest and offered me to get first insights in different
projects before I am going to select one specific topic
for my master’s thesis. Moreover, he invited me to the
group meetings of his research team. Due to his open
and funny nature, he provided me a smooth start at
the department.

Approximately nine months later, after absolving a
tremendous amount of paperwork, I finally received
my J-1 student visa which meant I was ready to go. At
this time, I realized that I am actually going to study in
Seattle for eight months.
After leaving the rainy weather in Frankfurt behind me,
I was heading towards Seattle in a Boeing 747-400.
Already the approach on Tacoma International Airport
has been impressive with a panoramic view of the
Cascades, Seattle and Lake Washington. After meeting
my new roommates for the first time and moving into
the apartment, I was looking forward to starting my
exchange at the UW.
Since I am in the final phase of my graduate studies, I
decided to write my master’s thesis during my stay
abroad. That means I am not an enrolled as a student
who takes courses; I am instead a research intern. To
be able to work on a thesis I had to find a supervisor
before my arrival. During my search, I came across
Professor Robert Breidenthal who teaches Fluid
Mechanics and Aerodynamics at the William E. Boeing
Department of Aeronautics & Astronautics (AA).
Considering that I started focusing on Aerodynamics
during my graduate studies his research field directly
caught my interest which has motivated me to contact
him. Shortly after that, we scheduled a Skype video to
discuss my plans in greater detail. It became clear
right away that he is very interested and is going to
support my research stay at the UW. During our
conversation, we not only discussed academic topics.
He also introduced himself, his interests and Seattle.
Moreover, he actively encouraged me to discover the
Pacific Northeast. In other words, we had a very
pleasant call which further increased my anticipation.

William E. Boeing Department of
Astronautics, University of Washington

Aeronautics

and

After I have gained first impressions of the projects, we
defined the topic for my master’s thesis with regards to
my preferences. The goal of my research will be to
investigate the placement of a plasma actuator on
vortex generator to create stationary vortices on an
airfoil. According to the theory stationary vortices can
lead to a reduction of skin friction which corresponds
to the fuel consumption of an airplane. Within the next
months, I am now looking forward to preparing and
conducting experiments in the wind tunnel at the UW,
which is one of the largest in the US. I am sure that the
upcoming time will become an exciting and
challenging experience.
Moreover, the UW and, of course, Seattle offer much
more than exceptional research conditions. Studying
at the UW allows students to attend various events,
such as lectures with guests from industry and other
universities. Thus, it might happen that one of the
former CEO of Boeing Company is giving a talk about

the future of flight. This example shows that American
universities are closely linked to local and national
companies which provide students new perspectives
and contacts.
Besides, there are nearly all types of sports available
on campus. For instance, I signed up for the sailing
club. A few days ago, I eventually took my first sailing
lesson. It has been fascinating to me to sail on Lake
Washington with the mountains in the background.
The yacht club provides many events and boats for all
levels of expertise. That’s why I decided to continue
taking sailing lessons, with the perspective of getting a
sailing certificate.
The university football team, called Huskies, are also of
great importance. The Huskies are known as one of
the top college football teams which means watching
a game during the season in the Alaska Airlines
Stadium is strongly recommended for international
students. It is worthwhile motioning that the university
football stadium fits approximately as many people as
the Berliner Olympiastadion.
But even off campus, there is much to discover. Within
the vicinity of the UW are many bars and restaurants.
This so called U-district is where most students live.
During the first week in Seattle, I also decided to buy a
second-hand bike on craigslist.org. The website offers
nearly everything one can need. Many incoming
exchange students also find their accommodation on
this platform. Compared to other American cities
Seattle can be seen as cyclist-friendly. That’s why I
cover most of the distances by bike. Furthermore,
cycling is a perfect way to get to know the city.

View over Downtown Seattle, Columbia Tower

Aside from companies such as Amazon, Microsoft and
Boeing Seattle is well known for its Coffee culture and
beer breweries. Together with other scholars of the
Reinhardt Abraham Memorial Foundation, I discovered
districts such as Ballard or Fremont. During the
weekend, there are various farmers markets in these
neighborhoods. Here, I tried local specialties as the
famous Salmon sandwich which I can heartily
recommend.
Even though I am still at the beginning of my
exchange and new to this area I can say that Seattle’s
environment is unique. Visiting an observation platform
is therefore a special enrichment, especially around
sunset. I visited the Sky View Observatory located on
the 73th floor of Columbia Tower. The view includes
downtown Seattle, the Cascades, Mount Rainier, Lake
Washington, Puget Sound and the Olympic National
Park. Unfortunately, I haven’t been on a hiking trip to
explore the countryside, but this is definitely on my to
do list.
During my first week at the UW Professor Breidenthal
also recommended to visit the Museum of Flight at the
southern end of Seattle. According to him, it is one of
the best aviation museums in the US which I would
certainly agree with. There are aircrafts from over 70
years of aviation. Particularly, the Lockheed SR-71 and
the collection of Boeing civil airplanes have impressed
me.
Besides working on my research topic, I am planning
to travel the Pacific Northwest further. In particular, I am
looking forward to seeing Vancouver, Portland, and
San Francisco. Even though I have no car, I am glad
that there is always the chance to travel together with
other fellow students and Boeing trainees.

stipendiaries of the program, as well as three newly
selected stipendiaries participated at this year’s alumni
meeting. The stipendiaries had the chance to
exchange experiences and talk with Mike Vander Wel
and April Stempniak from Boeing Commercial
Airplanes, as well as with Malte Ommen and MariaSophie Bandhold from the Deutsche Lufthansa BerlinFoundation. Johannes Ropers (Boeing Government
Relations) and Professor Luckner (TU Berlin) also
joined the meeting.

SR-71, Museum of Flight, Seattle

Finally, I also want express gratitude to the Reinhardt
Abraham Memorial Foundation for providing me with
this scholarship and, therefore, giving me the
opportunity to study at an outstanding American
Universities. That has always been one of my primary
goals since I have started researching at TU Berlin. I
am very thankful for this chance that provides with me
with so many new perspectives. I also owe gratitude to
the members of TU Berlin’s office for international
cooperation which enables this study exchange
together with the Reinhardt Abraham Memorial
Foundation and supported me during the preparations
for this exchange.

RASf annual alumni meeting in Berlin
Boeing/UW stipendiaries
October 20th 2017
First annual alumni meeting!
Former stipendiaries and the Reinhard Abraham
Foundation decided to organize a annual alumni
meeting to encourage former and current
stipendiaries, as well as representatives of Boeing and
Lufthansa to keep in contact and meet on a regular
basis.
The first meeting was held on October 20th at the
restaurant Filmbühne, which is in an old movie theatre
next to the campus of the TU Berlin. Sixteen former

In a lively discussion all participants talked about their
current projects, recent accomplishments and
collected experiences during their internship Boeing
or studies at the University of Washington. Moreover,
the newly selected stipendiaries used the unique
chance to ask former participants for advise and pick
up useful tips for their fascinating time ahead.
The evening went by very quickly and offered a great
possibility to get to know and keep in touch with
former generations of alumnis as well as the newly
selected stipendiaries. All participants decided to have
the alumni on a yearly basis from now on.
The participants also discussed the idea of
establishing a communication plattform between
former and current stipendiaries in order to strengthen
the network between the stipendiaries as well as
Boeing and Lufthansa. The next alumni meeting is
planned to take place when the 2018 selection
interviews at the TU Berlin are scheduled (4th quarter,
2018). The invitations will be send out as soon as the
date is fixed.
Thank you all for attending the meeting and making
the first RASf annual alumni meeting a wonderful
evening with lots of lievely discussions about the
program and many shared memories of the Pacific
Northwest. Special thanks to Maria-Sophie Bandhold,
April Stempniak, Malte Ommen and Mike Vander Wel
for attending the alumni dinner. We are looking
forward to see you again at the alumni dinner 2018!
Have a merry christmas and successful new year!
- Jens
P. S.: If you are interested in attending the alumni
meeting 2018, please contact jens.grosshans@tuberlin.de.

Participants of the 2017 annual alumni meeting at the restaurant Filmbühne in Berlin

Merry and Christmas
to all of you and
a happy and successful New Year
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