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Dear Friends of the Reinhardt Abraham Memorial Foundation,
Yet another successful and exciting year of serving RASf comes to an end.
The support of Lufthansa Technik’s human resources organization introduced in late 2007 continuously
improved the student relationship management. Together with Boeing and Lufthansa Technik HR
colleagues, most notably Mrs. Budinic further optimized the selection and subsequent exchange process,
one important success factor for the future of our foundation.
This past October fifteen candidates where interviewed after their application for a scholarship and four
have been selected.
This year also marks the selection of the 100th student for the exchange program, a proof for the
sustainable effort the RASf involves in the support and promotion of young talent. On January 25th, 2013
we will celebrate this milestone at the Lufthansa Base in Hamburg.
Due to our foundation’s rather conservative funds management we were not hurt by the global financial
crisis allowing us to pursue our foundation’s mission as in the past years.
Last but not least, I want to thank YOU, all our friends of RASf, for your continuous and loyal support and
your trust in our work. I very much hope that we can rely on your continued interest also in the future.
On behalf of all members of the RASf team I wish you a peaceful Holiday Season and a good start into a
healthy, happy and successful New Year 2013!
Bernhard Conrad
Chairman of the Board
Deutsche Lufthansa Berlin-Foundation
DLBS HAMZU
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Lufthansa Technik AG
Talent Relationship Program “Technik Talents”

Matthias Beck who supported the Foundation in the past so excellently in writing a leaflet with all
important information around the stay in Seattle and Boeing started to work for Lufthansa Technik AG in
Hamburg in November 2012.
He is now working in the Department Capability Management and doing projects in Product
Management Modification. After writing his diploma thesis at Lufthansa Technik in Hamburg he joined
the ‘Collège des Ingénieurs (CDI)’ for a postgraduate management training. For this program only 100
graduates are admitted after strong selection process ever year. The program is starting right after
graduation and combining an in-company project with MBA classes (16 weeks intensive).
In October once again there were two interview days at TU Berlin for the RASf program to select the 4
students who will have the chance to do to the internship at Boeing starting in spring and autumn 2013.
The lucky selected candidates are from Cyprus, India, England and Germany.
Merry Christmas and a happy and successful 2013!

Kind regards
Savenia Budinic
Lufthansa Technik AG
Talent Relationship Management &
University Contacts
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Rene Rintisch
Boeing Trainee Program 2012
Sep. 2012 to March 2013
The Trainee Program at the Boeing Company
absolutely involves a lot of paperwork and
preparation before it even gets started, and this
doesn’t stop when you actually get to America.
Somehow I had the feeling it gets even worse.
But here comes the “but”: despite all the effort
and time that needs to be put into the
application and all the preparation, this
Internship is a unique opportunity for students
of our university to work for a great company,
gain priceless experiences and live in a much
different environment than what you are used
to in Germany. I don’t want to talk much about
the application, the visa and things you need to
handle as soon as you arrive. Everything in
terms of preparation that needs to be done
beforehand and after arriving in Seattle is
described in a handbook, which is fairly up to
date, that Lufthansa Technik will provide to you.
I want to emphasize more on the experiences to
gain as well as chances and opportunities that
come along with this internship since this is not
described in any book.
Due to the Lufthansa cabin crew strike in late
August 2012, Volker (the other intern) and I had
a pretty exhausting flight to Seattle.
Nevertheless we finally arrived in Seattle with a
one day delay. It was the perfect weekend to
arrive with sunshine all over. With the
Bumbershoot music festival happening in the so
called “rain city”, it was a pleasant start in a new
chapter of my life. However, there was no rain
for the first few weeks, so we took advantage of
the good weather to explore the city and its
surroundings in addition to arranging everything
for the 6 month stay in Seattle (cars, bank
account, phone, etc.). Boeing provided us with a
rental car and a nice hotel right next to the
famous Space Needle to acclimate and get
settled. We took over one car from the other
interns and bought a second one after a few
days of searching. Prices are relatively high at
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the moment, so it’s recommended to bring
enough money, especially since it takes a few
weeks until you receive the first paycheck. We
also took over the apartment from, Jonas and
Lisa, the previous interns. Not only did that save
us quite some time, this apartment is probably
the best compromise of travel distance to
Boeing Factory in Everett and vicinity of the city.

The Apartment is located in the green lake area
and it is only a five minute walk to the lake. It is
a great place for doing sports such as football,
volleyball, tennis or simply running. Also, it is
not far away from the vibrant University District
where good and reasonably priced food can be
found. A 10-15 minute drive will take you to
Downtown Seattle and a 30 minute drive to
Paine Field in Everett, where the Boeing factory
is located, if traffic allows it. Usually traffic flows
in the opposite direction and builds up during
rush hour where we have to leave the freeway
to get home. Sometimes traffic can’t be avoided
though, especially if you are not carpooling.
Since Volker and I share the apartment, which is
comfortable enough for us, the carpool lane is a
fast and convenient commute plus it is possible
to park inside the Boeing property.
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solve evolving issues and how to collaboratively
work with many different engineering groups,
the Foreign Authority and the FAA.

My first day at work was overwhelming. As the
fifth intern in the Foreign Type Certification and
Validation Team for 747, 767, and 777 I
received a very friendly welcome. The team,
which is only a small part of a much bigger
group, consists of 5 people including me. They
took me to the factory the very first thing in the
morning. It’s the largest building in the world by
volume, just to give you an idea how big
everything is. Previous interns already described
the Foreign Certification Team tasks but
basically this team is responsible for the whole
process of applying and obtaining type
acceptances for foreign countries excluding
countries within EASA. I am involved in the 777300ER validations for Russia and Indonesia
where we currently prepare the Validation Type
Certificate (VTC) meetings scheduled for the
beginning of 2013. These VTC meetings require
lots of resources, therefore the different teams
need to support each other under certain
circumstances. For example, two weeks ago I
helped the 787 group with taking minutes in a
VTC meeting with CAA China. This experience
has been one of the most valuable ones for me
so far. I had the opportunity to learn the
dynamics of such meetings, including how to
DLBS HAMZU

Overall the internship offers plenty of
opportunities. Gaining hands-on and productive
work experience in such a big and complex
company is a unique chance for one’s career.
There are numerous classes, networking events,
presentations and tours you can attend such as
the Dreamliner Gallery Tour, Paint Hangar Tour,
Customer Experience Center, Operation Control
Center, Factory Tours, Simulator Sessions and
much more. You and only you can make the
best out of the internship at Boeing. Talk to as
many people as possible! From what I can say is
that everyone, even senior managers, is willing
to show and share experiences and perspectives
of the Boeing Company and are eager to
support and help as much as they can. Boeing
offers so many options and possibilities, take
advantage of them and explore the company at
its fullest! I have three more months to go and I
am looking forward to the tasks to come,
projects to be involved in, and new experiences
to gain.
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The work at the Boeing Company shouldn’t be
the only experience out of the internship.
Seattle and the picturesque surrounding
landscape offer especially a lot of outdoor
activities. There is lots of water and mountains
all over. Taking a ferry to one of the beautiful
islands like San Juan is as much fun as hiking in
one of the many national parks (Olympic
Mountains, Mt. Rainier, North Cascades, etc.).
Big cities like Portland and Vancouver are in
close proximity. The ferry ride to Victoria B.C. is
worth a weekend trip as well. Even during
winter there is heaps of fun stuff to do in the
Puget Sound area and its surroundings. It really
depends on what you like to do. I will definitely
go skiing as the winter season is approaching.
There are multiple ski areas around such as
Whistler (4-5 hours ride) which is one of the
best in North America. I’m going to find that out
during the Christmas holiday...

2011…well, this is how I started my last report
on my experience as a student at the University
of Washington exactly one year ago. Time
passes so fast. Since July 2012 I have been back
in Berlin, Germany and am currently continuing
my master´s program at TU Berlin.

Thanks to Boeing, RASf, Lufthansa Technik and
Berlin Institute of Technology for making
everything possible!

From the moment of my arrival in the US it took
me a while to get used to the American way of
living and studying. As I said before, studying at
the UW is different from the way I used to study
in Berlin.
But let me go back in my memories to the end
of my first quarter at the UW. I remember that
for finals we didn’t have much time to study and
during a few days we had to pass all our classes,
sometimes two exams in one day and one also
one on the weekend (a take-home exam).
Because of the big workload during the quarter,
all the homework, tests, quizzes, and the
midterm I was already pretty well prepared for
my finals and all went well.

Nane Galustanian
Student Exchange Program
Sep. 2011 to March 2012

The journey to my upcoming life as an exchange
student in Seattle began mid-September
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It has been seven months since I left Seattle, but
even today I can say that almost every single
day I think of my time in Seattle. I think of
friends,
university,
the
campus,
the
neighborhood where I used to live, houses,
nature and the city. Often certain nostalgia
comes up. Seattle engraved me academically
and culturally. Now I don´t think of the very long
process of preparation anymore, which included
the TOEFL –test, the application for the
program, for the University of Washington, for
my Visa etc. . I just think that it was all worth it
and then only: my exchange.

After Christmas vacation the New Year started
with the winter quarter at the UW. My classes
were interesting. For example the class
mechanics of composite materials gave an
overview
of
material
properties
and
manufacturing processes. We learned elasticity
solutions of micromechanical problems, the
theory of laminated plates, anisotropic
constitutive relations and thermal effects,
failure theories, the mechanics of fracture,
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solutions of viscoelastic problems and the
analysis of moisture absorption.
Another class was special topics in advanced air
breathing engines. I also took a Spanish class
because after my program at the UW I travelled
for a couple of months in Central America. This
class was really intense. Every day I had class
and of course we had a lot of homework and
tests to pass.

Normally Seattle doesn´t get a lot of snow, but
for some reason it snowed really heavily in
January. You have to know, if there is snow in
the city the transportation system stops running
and it gets quiet. Therefore the university was
closed for four days. I lived close to campus in
the university district. Students were happy and
organized a big snowball fight in the Quad at
UW. My roommates and I found a sleigh in the
loft of our house and we went sledding on
campus, which was a lot of fun. But no
worries…the following week we had to catch up
the missed days in classes, which meant double
the workload.
In February my family came to visit me and after
sightseeing, shopping, the very first Starbucks
coffee – which you can find close to the public
market on the water front – and the SAM
(Seattle Art Museum), we went for one
weekend to the Olympic peninsula. It is located
DLBS HAMZU

west of Seattle, on the Pacific Ocean and is a
rain forest (National park). Even if the weather
wasn´t too great (it actually rained quite a bit),
nature was outstanding with its rainforest and
beaches, and Indian reservation. I highly
recommend Ruby Beach. This beach has a very
special atmosphere; it is kind of mystic and has
a tremendous amount of driftwood. It was not
the right time of the year to see whales, but we
could at least see eagles.

Like in the first quarter I went snowboarding
again. This time my friends and I chose Whistler
in Canada as our location for the weekend trip.
Whistler is a huge alpine skiing and
snowboarding region were the 2010 Winter
Olympics took place. It was an awesome
weekend with fantastic powder snow.
The second quarter ended mid-March. I left
Seattle in the beginning of spring. After a couple
of goodbye parties I had to say goodbye myself.
From March till July I travelled through
California, Arizona and Central America. All in all
I had an amazing time.
If someone were to ask me if I would go back to
the U.S. and back to Seattle I would just say:
definitely.
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Seattle. However we had to make a stop in San
Francisco which meant that our route was Berlin
– Frankfurt – San Francisco – Seattle. Flying over
the northern hemisphere meant that the plane
passed by Seattle on our way to San Francisco,
but they did not want to drop us off. So we had
to take a little 7 hours detour, but finally made it
to Seattle safe.

Thank you very much for your support
Lufthansa Technik, The Boeing Company, The
Reinhardt Abraham Memorial Foundation, The
Berlin Institute of Technology, The University of
Washington and all the people who were
involved in this program.

When we arrived I was picked up by my
host Bruce Firestone (Picture 1). I had joined the
Foundation for International Understanding
through Students (FIUTS) home stay program,
which meant that I would live with an American
host for my first week in Seattle. I was very
fortunate to have that. My host was very nice
and made me feel at home and we became
good friends. It was great to have someone to
talk to and ask for advice in an unknown city.

Julian Massing
Student Exchange Program
Sep. 2012 to March 2013
Seattle Impressions
I arrived in Seattle two months ago. During that
time I have made many new experiences. I
started exploring a new city, I experienced the
American way of life, culture and University life,
I saw a new President being elected and I made
many new friends. In this report I will explain
my impressions up to the present day.
Arrival and the first two weeks – Sightseeing,
administrative duties and lots of new names.
My fellow RASF student Christoph and I arrived
in Seattle on September 10th, after a crusade of
32 hours that took us to 4 different airports. We
had the misfortune that our flight date was
around the time of the strike of the Lufthansa
flight agents. Thus we could not be sure if we
were able to fly until 2 days before departure.
Fortunately we were able to get a flight to
DLBS HAMZU

Picture 1 Bruce and I in front of Seattle Skyline
The first two weeks I was particularly busy with
administrative duties, such as signing in with the
University, getting a local drivers license and
finding an apartment. Especially finding an
apartment was a difficult task. Most landlords
do not rent their apartments under 9 months, or
they are very expensive. I was lucky enough to
know the student who was here last year and
lived in a shared house close to the University
which was rather cheap and had a spare room. I
moved in and I am very happy because I have
very quickly become friends with my
roommates, who are also mostly international
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students from all over the world. We are a very
diverse bunch and are having a great time
together.
During the first week, there was also the FIUTS
International Students Orientation Week. FIUTS
would organize many events, informative and
fun, where we could get to know other
University of Washington (UW) international
students. I was surprised how many
International Students there are starting this fall
at the UW. I met many new people and had to
learn lots of new names in a very short time.
They organized different events, such as a pub
quiz and a weekend in an American camp. All
these events were really fun and a great way to
make new friends.
The first two weeks were really busy and filled
with new impressions, but also a lot of fun and
very interesting. In the rest of the report I will
explain the different aspects of the life here and
the city of Seattle that I got to know until now.
University life – Study, Clubs and Sports
Much of the life here takes part on Campus.
Naturally I spend much time in classes, studying
or in the lab in which I am helping with research.
But there is much more to the university. There
are lots of different clubs to join and also sport
plays a very important part in the university life
(Go Huskies!!!).
The first thing to notice about the UW is how
very beautiful it is. It has so many wonderful
buildings (Picture 2) and pretty little green spots
to relax, such as the quad or the fountain, from
which you can see Mount Rainier on some days.
The quality of teaching though is not a lot
different compared to Germany. The teaching
style is very similar, only the amount of students
per class is a little less. The biggest difference is
that we get more homework that is mandatory.
Still the amount of work per week for me is
about the same as in Germany.
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Picture 2 The Library
What is really great about the university are the
many different clubs students can join. They are
organized by students and there is a club for
everything, be it Soccer, Snowboarding or other
sports, or debate or simply anything one can
think of. I joined the Climbing Club, because I
am a passionate rock climber and love to hike.
Another big part of the University is University
Sports, especially the Husky Football Team.
Every time before a home game people start to
get very excited and on game day things tend to
get crazy. You see purple and gold (the
University colors) everywhere and a few hours
before the game people start wandering to
century link field. The last game I went to (UW
vs. USC) had an attendance of 66000, which is
incredible for a college football game. The
atmosphere was so intense, everybody was
constantly cheering for the Huskies and 66000
people can get very loud. This was very
impressive and a lot of fun, even though the
Huskies lost.

8

stunning. The state of Washington is just great
for everyone who likes to be adventurous.
Picture 4 Mount Rainier

Picture 3 UW vs USC at Century Link Field
Sport is not only present in form of the College
sports teams, but also with the many
opportunities to do all kinds of different sports.
The UW has a gigantic sports center called the
IMA which offers all kinds of sports you can
think of. It has basketball courts, squash, tennis,
fitness, a swimming pool, a climbing center,
soccer fields and much more. As a student you
are automatically a member and can use
everything for free, which is just incredibly
great.
Seattle – Sights, Nightlife, Culture and
Surrounding
Seattle is a very diverse city. It has many of little
cultural centers which all have a different aspect
to it. Be it the University District with formerly
students and lots of bars and cafés or CapitolHill which is more upper class and has most of
the night clubs and cool music bars. If you want
to relax, there is always the opportunity to go to
Golden Beach and enjoy a nice beach and the
ocean or to take a boat cruise on one of the big
lakes. But if you are more of an outdoor kind of
person, great hikes and mountain sides are just
a few hours away. So Seattle has something to
offer for everyone.
What I enjoy the most is exploring the many
National Parks around Seattle. The Climbing
Club organizes hiking and climbing trips to
different places and the nature here is just
DLBS HAMZU

Weather – ‘People from Seattle don’t tan, they
rust’
One of the questions I am being asked the most
from home is: ‘Does it really rain that often in
Seattle?’ I like to answer that question with a
quote from one of my friends from Seattle:
‘Well, there are two seasons in Seattle. The
rainy season and August.’ So yes, it rains a lot
and it is overcast most of the time, which is
positive, because you don’t mind studying very
hard. But we also had a lot of sunshine,
especially in the first month I was here it didn’t
rain a single day and now the sun comes out
once in a while. Also you can always just drive
east of the mountains in the desert, if you get
tired of the rain, which only takes 2 ½ hours.
And there is always Hawaii - flights from Seattle
are extremely cheap.
My first two months in Seattle have been really
exciting and filled with new experiences. I met
many new great people, got to know a big part
of American life and culture and enjoyed
exploring Seattle and its surroundings. I am
looking forward to what is to come in the next
weeks and I am positive it will be equally great
and exciting.
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Volker Marhold

Work

Boeing Trainee Program 2012
Sep. 2012 to March 2013
Preparation
First up I’d like to express my gratitude towards
the RASF, Lufthansa Technik
, The Boeing Company and the TU Berlin for
providing this exceptional opportunity to grow
in professional and personal terms. For me, the
internship at Boeing came just in the right time:
Before I applied, I had finished my Bachelor in
Industrial Engineering and am close to finishing
another one in Aeronautics, so it occurred to me
that this was the perfect chance to get a deeper
insight in the aeronautical industry, which
would in turn allow me to choose my preferred
field of studies for my masters more wisely.
A lot of strenuous paperwork entailed this
simple decision, but the effort was paid off with
twice the amount of excitement when I received
the letter of nomination (which, naturally, was
followed by a lot of strenuous paperwork again).
The VISA process got a little hectic in the end,
but everything worked fine with support from
Boeing, Lufthansa and the German American
Chamber of Commerce and we happily boarded
our early morning plane from Berlin to
Frankfurt. Unfortunately, parts of the Lufthansa
Cabin personnel went on strike that very day, so
we had to pass a day and a half in Frankfurt
before being able to jump on a plane to Seattle.
That’s all part of the challenge that an
experience abroad represents, and let’s be
honest – it would be half the fun if everything
worked perfectly smooth.
After this adventurous start we had the chance
to explore Seattle for a week prior to starting
work. The downtown location of the hotel
certainly helps to get familiar with downtown
Seattle and the Bay Area.
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We have been working at Boeing for two and a
half months now. I took over the job from Jonas
Fornacon
in
the
787
Manufacturing
Engineering’s (ME) Core division. This division
has a more integrative statement of work. Core
has a functional oversight over the processes
and workflows that connect manufacturing with
engineering. For example, the purpose of the
project I have been working on for the first two
months was to make sure the data provided by
different software applications used in
engineering and on the shop floor was
congruent in order to successfully qualify the
airplane as built to engineering specifications,
thus allowing it to obtain its airworthiness
certificate. This project, that had been started a
couple of generations of interns before, was
brought to a state where it would have been
difficult to make further improvements, so I
decided to switch my position inside of ME
Core. As Hendrik Mueller said some Newsletters
ago: It is your responsibility towards yourself,
the RASF and Boeing to make the most out of
the unique opportunity to work here and to get
as much as possible out of it in regards to your
education. Your position as an Intern is much
different from that of a regular employee, not in
the way that you don't need to show as much
commitment or that you shouldn't feel like a
part of the company, but in the way that if you
notice that your job doesn't meet your
expectations, you shouldn’t hesitate to change
it! There is no need for you to sit it out and hope
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for a better job once you’ve proven yourself
after a year or so, as would a regular new
employee might do. The company is full of
people who will help you out and understand
what your problem is as long as you give a
proper explanation.
When I applied for the program, I was looking
for a job in ME that would emphasize the
manufacturing side, which implies talking to
mechanics, being inside of the factory and
understand the build process. After I made the
change to another Group, I'm now working with
a very experienced employee who oversees a
major tooling change on the shop floor from a
manufacturing engineering side. Also, the group
I’m working in is responsible for the work
connected with changes made to installation
plans for parts on the airplane and runs and
maintains a specifications library. I think it was
the right decision to switch positions as I feel
this job gets me involved more deeply in the
processes that hold the company together.
Apart from my direct statement of work we
visited the Boeing Operations Center, did
various tours with different people through the
factory, saw the Dreamliner Gallery, the Boeing
Interiors and Design Center, talked with a lot of
people in different positions and will visit the
flight testing department in December for
example. The fact that you’re a German intern
associated with Lufthansa Technik helps to
make first contact and have people show you
their work but be aware that you represent LHT
and its very good reputation too.

starts getting bad at our exit which means you
can avoid a lot of stress in comparison to living
further downtown, although going there in the
evening only takes about 10-15 minutes. The
apartment is spacious and already hosted a
couple evenings with our really friendly
neighbors and other friends.

We were pretty lucky with the weather so we
were able to enjoy the amazing nature around
the city in good conditions. Until now, we went
to Mt Rainier, a big Volcano dominating the
city’s skyline, the North Cascade Mountains, the
San Juan Islands where you can go on whale
watching tours, we went up to Victoria and
Vancouver in Canada and skiing in Whistler and
enjoyed a lot of activities Seattle has to offer,
like the EMP Science Fiction and Rock Museum,
a harbor tour or the relaxed nightlife of Capitol
Hill.

Spare time
Seattle, Washington and it’s surroundings offer
a wide variety of places and things to see and
do. The flat we’re living in at the moment suits
our needs perfectly since it’s located in a lively
but very green area of Seattle, in 5 minute
walking distance from Green Lake. There are a
lot of bars and restaurants, you can go for a
walk or jog around the lake and going to work is
very easy since the I-5 is pretty close to the
house. Traffic going into the city usually just
DLBS HAMZU
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accomplished it all within the timeframe. During
this time I got to know many different
neighborhoods in and around Seattle, and quite
a few shady places on Aurora (the place where a
lot of used car dealers are located). Driving
around Seattle every day and talking to so many
different people helped me to settle in fairly
quickly. We ended up living in an apartment
close to Greenlake; a great place to do sports or
just hang out in the sunshine. In the morning it
took me 5 seconds to get on to the freeway (I5),
which was very convenient.

Boeing Trainee Program 2012
March 2012 to Sep. 2012

During the first weeks at Boeing I was
overwhelmed. Standing in the factory in Everett
is absolutely amazing! I felt honored to get the
chance to work for Boeing and never took it for
granted. I was part of the Foreign
Certification/Validation team. My team worked
on the certification of the following planes:
747/767/777. The scope of work has already
been described by previous interns who joined
the same team. The Regulatory Administration
team welcomed me as a team member from the
beginning. My Manager/lead supported all my
ideas about what I would like to learn and do.
Therefore I got the unique opportunity to meet
with agencies from all over the world (e.g.
China, Japan, Chile), and work on certification
projects for the new 787 Dreamliner. My coworkers were always very accommodating and
put a lot of their valuable time in explaining the
“certification world” to me which enriches me
for the future. Thank you Foreign Val Team and
Reg Admin! I had a great time.

Looking back I vaguely remember how stressful
a time it was, getting the paper work done
before my departure to the U.S. However, the
great time I spend overseas more than made up
for it. Before our arrival, Jonas and I decided
that we are going to move closer to downtown
Seattle. Having made this decision, we had 14
days to buy two “new” used cars, and get
settled into our new lives. We spent a hard two
weeks, talking to every car dealer, looking for an
apartment, and doing more paperwork. I look
back on it now with a smile, amazed we

Driving home from work could (depending on
the time of the day) get very frustrating. Traffic
was either bad or really bad. You can either
listen to your own music or to one of the three
radio stations in Seattle. They play the same five
songs every day. After a couple of weeks – I
have to admit- it became a ritual to listens to
these songs in the car driving to/from work.
During the first weeks I spent a lot of time in the
gym. My first adventure was a rafting trip with
the Boeing BeWet club in April. I only found out
later that “BeWet” is meant literally and that I

Overall
Although living in the US takes some getting
used to (almost no public transport, different
food, different price level, different political
landscape etc.) we always had the feeling to be
very welcome. The working culture is a lot more
relaxed than I was used to from german working
experience, but asks for a lot of initiative and
commitment. Working here can provide you
with amazing insights in the industry try to make
profit of the many highly experienced,
interesting people around you, ask a lot of
questions and enjoy Boeing and Seattle!

Lisa Kremer

DLBS HAMZU
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had to swim in ice cold Snoqualmie River.
Looking back, it was a lot of fun and I am glad
everybody survived. Watersports were good fun
in the beautiful Puget Sound area. My roomie
and I went sailing, swimming, jet skiing and we
are certified open water divers now! Even if we
were tired after work we managed to go out
and do things. Once it is sunny in Seattle
everybody is outside to enjoy life (before the
depressing winter time starts). I was told several
times that there are only two seasons in Seattle.
Winter and Amnesia!

During the summer Boeing employs a lot of
interns, so making new friends is easy, since
everyone is in the same situation. There is
always someone organizing group activities like
going to see plays, movies, or going on hiking
tours. I took five days off before Labor Day and
took a Washington/ Oregon road trip (Olympic
Park - Astoria - Cannon Beach - Portland – Mt St
Helens - Mt Rainier- Eastern Washington).
Witnessing the diversity of Washington State is
absolutely amazing! The fact I liked the most
about Seattle is that there are mountains and
water everywhere. Seattle is blessed with the
Puget Sound, which has some of the nicest
beaches and lakes like Lake Union, and Lake
Washington. During a camping weekend with
some of my co-workers, I really got to
experience some of the spirit of American
culture, I got to see 2 Monster Trucks, a massive
RV, and a jeep all on the beach. I got a chance to
ride in the jeep, on the beach, making donuts in
the sand. During this camping trip, I also got to
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experience an American BBQ, and at night
around the campfire many S’mores were made
and eaten. Even though the weather was
miserable, everybody enjoyed themselves.

The six months went by very fast. I would like to
thank the RASf, Boeing, Lufthansa Technik and
TU Berlin for this once in a life time opportunity.
I left with wonderful memories, and I am
missing all the new friends I made in Seattle.
Hopefully I will see everyone again soon!

Jonas Fornacon
Boeing Trainee Program 2012
March 2012 to Sep. 2012
A few weeks ago, I was still in Seattle and now,
where I sit down to write my part for this
newsletter, I have to smile thinking back to the
last six wonderful months at Boeing and in the
Seattle area. The beginning, though, was not as
easy and as other interns also experienced, it
was a stressful time trying to find a car, an
apartment and your way around in a new
environment and city. But after the first couple
of weeks passed, things became easier and
there was more time to explore Seattle and
Boeing.
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Working in the United States and at Boeing was
very different compared to our European work
culture and although I knew about some of the
differences beforehand, I learned about many
more during the six month. Following Jan Eller
and Carlos Castro Marquez, I also worked in the
787 Manufacturing Engineering Core group that
focuses on configuration management and
process integration, but I often worked together
with the data group as well. My co-workers
really made the transition easy for me,
welcoming me warmly and integrating me into
the group quickly. Of course there were some
things that I actually did not get used to that
fast. For example, it happened quite often that
you
unwillingly
overheard
a
private
conversation on the other side of your cubicle
wall. In those moments I greatly appreciated the
headphones that my supervisor provided me
with on one of the first days. Other than that, I
enjoyed the more casual atmosphere at Boeing
a lot. It took a while until I overcame my
German mindset and did not feel awkward
anymore to call my manager by his first name.
But it was truly a whole different spirit that I
have not seen before. Whether it was having
lunch on Fridays as a team with everyone
contributing with a dish, or going on a camping
trip with the rest of the families together, it has
been an atmosphere that I had not yet
experienced anywhere else.
The summer intern program also offered a great
opportunity to meet other interns and to go on
tours and see Boeing from a different
perspective. It helped a lot to find other
students who were in the same situation and to
see and learn about the kind of internship they
were doing. The tours gave you a great
opportunity to get to know different
departments
and
research
facilities.
Furthermore, the program offered interns the
opportunity to take part in various classes about
many different topics. Through the program, I
was able to learn much more about other
interesting fields and to get to know people
from those areas. One particular side of the
DLBS HAMZU

intern program that I especially valued was the
possibility to set up a 30 minutes informational
interview with almost anyone to find out more
about the job they do. Getting to know the
other interns also had the advantage to take
part in activities that people organized outside
of work.
Visiting the Dreamliner Gallery

Lisa, the other intern, and I took advantage of
that and went to some intern bonfires, BBQs
and also on a trip with a group to explore
Vancouver, Canada. One other activity that I will
not forget so soon was a diving class. Through
the internship, Lisa and I met another interested
intern and we took a three week class with two
final open water dives in the Puget Sound.
These two dives were in Mukilteo right next to
the ferry station.
Arriving there, we were first a bit skeptical to go
diving right next to the station, but in the end
we did not get disappointed with the incredible
underwater life and lots of Dungeness crab. No
wonder that there is one of the best seafood
restaurants right around the corner.
Apart from the diving and sightseeing in and
around Seattle, I enjoyed the wonderful sunny
summer as often as possible at Lake Washington
in a boating community. With a very
inexpensive student membership, I could check
out a sailboat, kayak or paddleboard any time
and also was able to take part in Laser races on
Mondays and Fridays with a BBQ afterwards. If
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there was no wind, a coworker was happy to
invite Lisa and me to take his jet skis out on lake
Washington, which was always great fun, too.
Diving in Mukilteo

Christian Holländer
Student Exchange Program
Sep. 2012 to March 2013
Student Exchange Program 2012
For me it is the first time in the USA, so I was
really excited about that exchange and the new
challenges. Studying at a new university in a

foreign country, learning about a different
culture and meeting lots of new people are only
some things which made this experience special
for me. I am now 3 months in Seattle and I had
time to settle in. Some experiences I want to
share with you in the following report about the
first half of my trip.

Overall it was a privilege (we were two out of
merely seven international interns) and an
unforgettable experience to work for Boeing,
learning and understanding more about how
the company works, and also having the great
opportunity to live in the spectacular Seattle
area.
On that account, I want to thank Lufthansa,
Boeing and everyone who supports and
contributes to this very special and unique
program and I hope that your support will also
continue in the future.
Merry Christmas and a wonderful year 2013!

DLBS HAMZU

The first great thing happened, when I was still
in Germany. I could do the transatlantic flight
with a new Airbus A380, which is exciting for
somebody how is studying aeronautical
engineering. The airplane was only 6 weeks in
service and it brought me very comfortable
from Frankfurt to San Francisco. After 3 flights
(Berlin-Frankfurt-San Francisco- Seattle) and
more than 24 hours, I arrived in Seattle and had
to find the hostel. After asking some people I
finally found the hostel and I could go to bed.
The first few days I searched for an apartment,
which was more difficult than I thought. The
problem was that nobody wanted to rent an
apartment only for 6 months. At most of the
place I should stay for at minimum a year, but
after one week of searching I found something.
It was not the cheapest, but it was really close
to the university, so that I did not have to take
the bus to the UW. Which was really great,
because after some days I recognized that you
cannot compare the local public transportation
system with the German transportation system?
Somebody told me that Seattle has one of the
best public transportation systems in the States,
which is hard to believe for somebody from
Europe.
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A380 "Berlin" - only 6 weeks in service

The first weeks I had to organize a lot and I did a
lot of sightseeing. I went with some friends up
to the Space Needle, we took a ride with the
"Duck" ( which is a sightseeing tour in an
amphibian bus) and a lot of other stuff. We
started to visit all "top 10" best burger places in
town and I also did a lot of stuff with FIUTS
(Foundation for International Understanding
through Students). They organized "come
together's" and trips for all international
students. It was always a great place to meet
new people. With some of them I am still in
contact. It is also good to participate in the
"FIUTS home stay program", because there you
can stay for the first week at a host family so
that you have enough time to search for an
apartment. You also get a connection to some
people how are living in Seattle, which is very
useful in some cases.
As the quarter started I had to learn how it is to
study at the "Udub" (nickname of the University
of Washington). The University has a quarter
system, which means it is over before it really
starts. You also have to do homework's every
week in almost every course. That was really
different to Germany and I needed some weeks
to get into that rhythm. In the first quarter I
took two classes and worked at the Lamborghini
Laboratory. The finite element method class
(FEM) was really great, besides the theory we
DLBS HAMZU

also worked with a FEM software called ANSYS.
Both together gave me a better understanding
in how to use such software and more
important how to create FEM models and how
to interpret the results. The second course was
called Global Integrated System Engineering
(GISE). I took this course together with Julian,
who participates in the same exchange. It
taught us useful information about project
management, system engineering, finance and
supply chain. We thought it is good to hear
something about those subjects, which are
essential for today's engineers. Also working in
the Lamborghini Lab was really interesting. I
could work there with two other Germans on a
crash analysis for a fuselage structure out of
carbon fiber. I helped them to produce all the
part for the test structure, so that I gain insight
in the theoretical and practical advantages and
disadvantages of carbon fiber.

After the first weeks I thought that it cannot be
true that Seattle is called "Rain City", because it
almost never rained in the first 3 weeks. But
then the rainy season started, it rained not
every day, but often enough to get a little bit
depressed. Most of the time the rain was not
strong, so that you could go outside without
getting completely wet after a few minutes.
People from Seattle told me that this was one of
the sunniest years ever, which means it could be
worse.
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and also the exams need special preparation
because of the foreign language. But "business
before pleasure", because of that I decided to
travel to a warm place with some friends for
vacation. We thought we should leave the rainy
weather behind us and get some sun and where
could you do that better as on Hawaii. We will
be lying at the beach and go surfing, so that we
can start with new motivation in the second
quarter.
I want to say thanks to the RASF program and all
people which made that possible for me. I really
appreciate this opportunity and I got a lot of
new impressions in the first 3 months and had a
lot of fun. Thanks!

The best trip I already did was to Vancouver, a
city which is really worth seeing. It is a nice
mixture of modern skyline and untouched
nature. The nature around Vancouver is so
beautiful, that I want to visit it a second time to
have more time for the area around Vancouver.
I also went with some friends to Mount Rainier,
where we hiked through the first snow of the
year. I watched my first football game, which
was a collage game of our Huskies and I had my
first turkey on Thanksgiving. Thanks to Julian's
host dad, who invited us. An interesting place
for all people how are interested in aviation is
the "Museum of Flights". It is located in the
south of Seattle and has a lot of exhibits,
enough for a whole day trip.
In one week the first quarter is over. Sometimes
it was challenging to get everything done in time
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A Merry and Peaceful Christmas Time
To All of You and
A Happy and Successful New Year
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