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Dear Friends of the Reinhardt Abraham Memorial Foundation,
The closing year 2008 has be as successful for the Foundation as all the past 11 years. Our
financial situation is solid despite the worldwide bank crises of the past months. Conservative
and thoughtful funds management pays its dividend.
The organizational changes introduced in October 2007 have shown further benefits. Several
feedbacks indicate that the enhanced Lufthansa Technik HR support is of value to our students and has created more interest in career opportunities at Lufthansa Technik.
Three former students have meanwhile started employment in Hamburg - “thank you” to all
involved.
New candidates were selected last November. We had planned for four students, however,
only three of the applicants proved to be qualified. Unfortunately, the number of applicants
has declined, obviously a result of the increase pressure on students to finish their academic
education as soon as possible. Other student sponsorship organizations experience the
same situation. We therefor have decided in our last CoT Meeting to offer next year a dedicated public presentation session to interested students supported by Boeing, TU Berlin and
Lufthansa Technik. The presentation will focus on the importance of foreign student exchange programs in general and the benefits of RASf in particular.
I am confident that this initiative will help to increase the number of applicant for our programs and to fulfil our foundation’s mission goal.
Thank you for all your support and please continue the support of Reinhardt Abraham Memorial Foundation in the new year to come.
All the best for the Holiday Season and a good start into a healthy and successful New Year
2009.
Best Regards

Bernhard Conrad
Chairman of the Board
Deutsche Lufthansa Berlin-Foundation
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Once again the Lufthansa Technik Talent Relationship Program “Technics Talents”
brought out two excellent junior staff. We are glad to announce that since October
2008 Mr. Pawel Piotrowski and Mr. Andy Squarra are new members of the Lufthansa
Technik AG. Both have already gained experience in the aviation business as doing
an internship at Boeing.
Mr. Piotrowski studied at the University of Washington as well and is now deployed at
the Business Development department in Hamburg. Mr. Squarra was already familiar
with Lufthansa Technik before starting his employment at the Engineering Services
department because he got the chance to write his diploma thesis in the same department.
We would like to thank the Reinhardt Abraham Memorial Foundation for all given
support and wish Mr. Piotrowski and Mr. Squarra all the best for their future. At a later
time they will both report about their experiences at Lufthansa Technik.

Thank you very much.
Kind regards
Savenia Budinic
Lufthansa Technik AG
Hochschulkontakte und akademische
Nachwuchsprogramme
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Marek-Sebastian Kopf
Boeing Trainee Program
From Apr. 2008 to Oct. 2008

The journey began in April 2008. For me it
was the first time visiting the United
States, the first time living alone in a foreign culture. Not really alone. Most of the
time I spent with Christopher Werner –
earlier just a colleague from the university
and now a good friend of mine. We shared
an apartment in South Everett nearby the
Boeing facility we both worked at.
During the six month of the internship I
worked for Boeing Commercial Aviation
Service (CAS) within the group of Service
Engineering (SE) as a Project Manager
(PM) on Service Related Problems (SRP).
The first weeks I had to learn Boeings own
language, the world of acronyms, before I
was able to start working on real projects.

workers were helpfully, treated me friendly
and respectfully, listened to me and asked
for my opinion.
During my time overseas I learned the
United States as a different country than I
expected before. All the people in the Pacific Northwest are very open minded,
friendly and always interested in who I am
and what I do.
At the weekends Christopher and I never
stayed at home. We traveled along the
gorgeous pacific coast, through the snow
covered Cascades and on the beautiful
islands, visited Canada and the rain forest
at the Olympic National Park. Other highlights were the numerous air shows in and
around Seattle during the summer. Especially the Blue Angels let my heart beat
faster when they performed their maneuvers just a few meters above the surface
of Lake Washington.
I’ll never forget the time and the people I
met. I would like to use this opportunity to
thank the Reinhardt Abraham Memorial
Foundation, Lufthansa and of course the
Boeing Company for making that awesome internship possible. Thanks for the
great experience!

Every new and unknown occurrence or
problem on a Boeing aircraft which could
affect the entire fleet becomes an SRP.
My task was to lead such a problem
through the Boeing process starting with
analyzing the problem, finding the root
cause and appropriate solutions, ordering
parts and certifying the change. It was the
most thankful position for an intern at Boeing. I needed to work with the Boeing Lab,
with design and service engineers, with
machinists from the factory, with safety
guys and with the Boeing fleet support
management. It was awesome. Although I
was just an international intern all my coDLBS HAMZU
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Christopher Werner
Boeing Trainee Program
From Apr. 2008 to Sep. 2008

When I first received word from the selection committee that I was going to be a
part of the Trainee Program at the Boeing
Company in Everett (Washington State), I
did not quite realize all the implications
and opportunities it would present me with.
Shortly before my departure, it set in - I
was about to embark on a new phase of
my life, which I was looking forward to a
great deal. I could hardly await the departure. At the same time I was a bit unsure,
since I did not know what exactly to expect.
During the first few weeks I had to take
care of numerous organizational tasks.
They included going to various governmental agencies, finding an apartment and
purchasing a car. Finding an apartment
approximately a 10-15 minute drive from
the Boeing facility meant being able to
avoid the rush-hour traffic and the inherent
associated stress.
I was assigned to the ‚777 electrical department’. Here my focus was on wire installation. I was made felt welcome both
by my boss and colleagues and quickly
become integrated in the team. We developed such a great rapport, that I soon
spent much of my spare time doing activities with my co-workers. I was thrilled to
have had the good fortune of having such
kind, helpful and interesting colleagues – it
made my time in the USA all the more
rewarding.
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After just a short time, I joined the engineering team and was able to contribute to
the projects on hand. My responsibilities
were completely unrelated to what I specialized in during my studies, making it
quite a challenge to get up to speed on the
subject matter. However, perhaps because of this it was all the more satisfying,
when I successfully completed tasks. It
was truly amazing, knowing that the airplanes I was helping design an electrical
system for were being built just a few hundred yards away. Especially, since working in aeronautics not only is my professional goal, but anything related to airplanes is also of interest to me during my
spare time, it was all the more impressive
to see how the CAD work translates into
the physical product of an airplane. The
opportunity itself, of working in the facilities
of the Boeing Company was awe inspiring;
the enormous factory building is something one can only see in Everett – the
number and variety of airplanes is unrivaled.
After work hours, I was able to experience
so many great things, that I want to just
briefly touch on a few of the highlights: the
landscape around the Puget Sound (area
near Seattle and Everett), for instance, is
breath taking. So is the view towards the
east where one is able to see the North
Cascades on a clear day. In the west one
sees the coastline with the Olympic Mountains forming the horizon. I was fortunate
enough to be able to frequently see these
landscapes from the air because I joined
the Boeing Employee Flying Association.
Via this membership I was also able to
pursue and complete my pilot license for
single engine airplanes.
That is me as a student pilot in my
trainings airplane – a Cessna 150
Washington State’s breath taking nature
and varying landscape enticed one to
many weekend trips. The pleasant temperatures were also conducive to traveling.
My most memorable trip, however, is a
one-week road-trip along the Pacific coast
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down to San Francisco. Being able to
make numerous stops along the way,
made the trip particularly enjoyable. Of
course the final destination, namely San
Francisco was also very impressive.
My time in Everett was fabulous and is
absolutely unforgettable. I was able to experience so many new things and met so
many great people, first and fore most my
fantastic colleagues. It was an invaluable
few months, which I was only able to experience thanks to the Reinhardt Abraham
Studienförderung program. I would particularly like to express my gratitude to
everyone who contributed to creating this
opportunity for me: the RASf, Lufthansa
Technik AG and the Boeing Company.
Thank you very much!!!
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Tobias Bungers
Student Exchange Program
From Sep. 2008 bis Mar. 2009

My first weeks in Seattle
Tobias Bungers, Student Exchange Program, Sep. 2008 – Mar. 2009

mend signing up for the “FIUTS”-homestay
program, because I really could take advantage of it and had no trouble of looking
for a place to stay in beforehand.
That very first day I also took my first walk
through the town and visited the university.
Eventually here it was still in the morning
while in Germany it was already night, but
I knew that the best way to overcome the
jet lack is to stay awake the first days as
much as possible. As I then went up to the
Campus, still in quite a dizzy stage due to
that lack of sleep, I was totally amazed by
its beautiful site, that I almost couldn’t believe it. Buildings that look, for my perception, a little like old Scottish castles and
between those are everywhere neat grass
loans where squirrels are running all over
the place, completing the image. So that’s
the place where I probably will spend a lot
of time during my stay in Seattle. It’s not a
bad one, it’s rather very likable! And in fact
the modern equipment inside the facilities
has nothing in common with old castles
from the Scottish High Lands.

After an enormous long flight from Frankfurt so Seattle, I finally got to the place that
I was looking forward to so much, in quite
a tired and exhausted shape. Through
“FIUTS”, a very good and helpful student
organization for international students at
the University of Washington, I was able to
stay with a host family for the first week
and my “host-parents” even picked me up
at the airport, which I thoroughly appreciated at that stage.

The Department of Aeronautics and Astronautics, which was, for instance, just
renovated some months ago, is situated in
the Center of the Campus facing a huge
fountain. Since my intention is to write my
diploma thesis here, I talked a lot to professors about possible research topics.
Having had a little contact via E-Mail before, it was way easier to talk in person to
them and after maybe a little more than a
week I found an interesting topic which I’m
working on right now: Nonlinear aeroelastic studies of an unconventional aircraft
configuration called the “Joined Wing”.

The next few days I was living for the first
time in my life in a house-boat, an experience, which was kind of unique to me.
Their small but very neat house was built
on a sort of tanks, so it could stay, always
slightly moving, in the water. Reachable
over a footbridge it was situated in the
Union Lake, just north of downtown and
had a beautiful view from the roof terrace
towards the skyline of Seattle. Having the
feeling of somewhat of a sailing vacation
and as I was getting along very well with
my “host-parents”, I definitely can recom-

Back to my first week in Seattle I still had
to find a permanent place to stay, but fortunately it took no longer than a week to
get that done. Sharing the house with
other students, its location is in the University District and just a 10 to 15 minute
walk away from the Department of A&A.
Because I got here quite late at the 15 th of
September and in spite of the fact that I
luckily found an apartment quite easily, I
definitely would recommend to new students to come earlier than that. Although
classes had not started at that time, find-
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ing an apartment just before the quarter
starts is generally speaking a quite difficult
and tiring thing.
But once done with settling down and getting everything started, there’s no reason
at all to get bored. Apart from doing studies, Seattle is offering a lot more. Since
the city is the heard of cultural life in the
Northwest, there are lots of chances to
see concerts or live music of local bands
or newcomers in some pubs (Fremont is
for example a good spot for that). Activities
to see the city and its surroundings are
also provided by “FIUTS”, which are always nice occasions to meet other international students and one of my favorite trips
once out of the city was a hike on Mount
Rainier, which lays with its 4400m a little
south of Seattle and offers wonderful
scenery.
But since I got here just a few weeks ago
and I’m planning to stay at least 5 more
months, I still have a long list of plans.
One, among others, is to take flying lessons for a pilot license what I’m about to
start, but even apart from that, I think, I will
thoroughly enjoy my stay here and I’m
more than happy that RASF gave me this
opportunity.
In the picture: If there were fewer clouds,
one could see Mount Rainier from this
spot on the UW-Campus, but Seattle
doesn’t have the reputation of the city with
the most favorable weather.
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Johann Kim
Boeing Trainee Program
From Sep. 2008 to Mar. 2009

The investigations are very interesting and
you realize how complex a moveable window system can be. We are in contact with
Design and Manufacturing Engineers as
well as managers from the Final Body
Join, Final Assembly, Flight Line and
Quality Assurance. With every interview or
by reviewing drawing, documents and
functional tests, we find out or eliminate
potential causes.
Beside this project we are doing a lot of
online courses where we learn more about
airplane systems and especially how to
change to a leaner process.

First of all I want to thank RASf and Boeing for the great program in this beautiful
evergreen city and for their fast and uncomplicated response to move the date of
flight, so I could attend to one of my best
friend’s funeral to say goodbye and give
him the best wishes for his journey.
When I arrived mournful at home I saw my
US-Visa in my mailbox and suddenly everything went so fast - packing bags, saying
goodbye to my friends I saw few hours
before, and to be at the airport next morning.

With the knowledge gained during these
classes we also have to search for our
own Product Cost Improvement Project
which is quite challenging because there
are so many systems and processes
which can be improved but no mechanics
are available to be asked. Next week
SPEEA, the union of the engineers, are
going to talk with Boeing about their contracts. Hopefully they won’t go on strike.

In contrast of all I heart before, a beautiful
sunny day welcomed us at the SaeTac
Airport.
Nikolay and I shared the provided rental
car to search for our new cars and our
future home and of course to explore Seattle.
Working at Boeing
After a short orientation course we started
our work in the Functional Test Engineering department in Everett. But because of
the IAM (mechanics) strike our colleagues
couldn’t show us how the functional tests
are performed. Sometimes it is curious to
see the factory (world biggest building in
volume) so empty and noiseless. Our
teammates decided to introduce us to the
777 flight deck window team, which was
created to find out and eradicate some
issues on the 2nd openable window.
DLBS HAMZU

Tips for Following Trainees
Living in Seattle
I decided to settle down in the University
District, because of the following reasons:
It is close to Downtown Seattle and
you can go there by bus
It’s close to several beautiful parks
and Lakes (e.g. Green Lake, Ravenna Park, Golden Garden Beach
etc.)
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Here are a lot of funny students
and the streets here are full of life
where you can hang out
There are a lot of nice well tasting
inexpensive restaurants around the
campus
The downside of living here (if you work in
Everett) is the distance to the factory of
about 20 miles. But the traffic flow of the
Interstate-5 to Everett in the morning and
to Seattle in the afternoon is quite good,
because the main streams are in the opposite directions – these drivers live out
side of Seattle and are working downtown.

If you want to buy a car, it is advisable not
to rush too fast. The car market is glutted
and the cars are much cheaper than in
Germany but the car dealer are trying to
sell them with a high rate.
I am looking forward to see the mechanics
in action and to finish our projects. Hopefully we will have some nice and sunny
days at Thanksgiving and at Christmas.

Another option is to use Vanpools. They
pick you up or you meet them at a “park &
ride” station and bring you directly into the
facility. This is good for saving money, you
can use your time for reading books or
(even better) for sleeping, your van can
use the faster carpool lane, where only
busses and cars with more than 2 persons
may drive, you don’t have to park outside
and walk a long distance to your office and
it is good for the environment.
Offered Car, Housing and Welcome Money
When I received my Letter of Company
from Boeing they offered me a rental car
for 3 days, housing of 15 days and a welcome/housing money. But they can only
write you this check, if you have a Social
Security Number (SSN). Try to apply for it
in advance (www.ssa.gov) or do not calculate with this money for about a month.
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Simon Moritz Göhler
Student Exchange Program
From Sep. 2008 to Feb. 2009

Hi from Seattle, Washington State, USA!
Since now I’ve been here for almost 2
month and I’m really happy to be here.
After this long application marathon I was
looking forward to the departure day. Being very excited and not knowing what
was waiting for me I flew from Berlin to
Frankfurt and thanks Lufthansa from there
directly to Seattle.
When I arrived I was really glad that the
University of Washington (UW) provides a
program called FIUTS (Foundation for
International Understanding through Students) that connects foreign exchange
students to local host families that welcomes you in the friendliest way helping
you to get settled in this new environment
and giving you a home for the first few
days.
In general it is not that difficult to find a
place to live but since you want to sleep in
a bright warm and clean room you have to
be patient while you are searching. So
was I and I got to know some other really
nice international students which became
my new housemates, friends and family.
Right now I’m living together with 3 Danish, 1 Swede, 1 Swiss and 1 British. It’s a
nice community and I’m happy to live here
in a huge house located within walking
distance to the UW campus. It’s a totally
DLBS HAMZU

new experience for me living in a foreign
country together with people from other
countries.
Concerning the campus life and the study I
have to say that it is different from the way
I used to study at the TU Berlin. It’s a bit
more school like and they are emphasizing
being a member of the UW in a way that I
didn’t expect. You can feel the UW spirit
everywhere around the campus. Almost
everyone is wearing purple and gold the
colors of the UW. It’s a common thing to
go to football games and any kind of other
sports to support the Huskies. The Husky
is the mascot of the University of Washington and so we are called the Huskies. “Go
Huskies!”
However, it’s impressing how they handle
all those sports. They have got an own
70,000 people stadium and other big indoor stadiums as well as sport centers for
the main crowd that consist of a gym, several indoor fields and a indoor swimming
pool.
This quarter I’m taking two classes. One
for “Finite Elements” and the other one for
“Stability and Control of Flight Vehicles”.
It’s very nice to study here. Everything’s
well equipped and maintained. I’m also
doing research for one of my professors.
I’m working in the fluids lab on supersonic
droplets. It’s about how the droplets are
breaking up at supersonic conditions and
how they vaporize. Perhaps the knowledge we are gaining now will be used for
the next generation of Scramjets...
Besides studying there is a lot to see in
Seattle itself and its surrounding area. So
far I’ve been on the Space Needle and to
several other places in downtown. Another
day my housemates and me rented a car
and went out for a road trip to Portland.
There are so many places and sights that I
haven’t seen yet but I definitely want to
see during my stay in the US. For example
the fascinating landscape and nature just
a couple of hours drive away – the Mount
Rainier, the Pacific just to mention two.
Vancouver is worth a road trip too.
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On the other hand it is amazing to meet
new people from all over the world. I’m
looking forward to explore more of this
country and to get to know more people.
To summarize, it’s a great honor for me to
study at the University of Washington and
I’m very thankful to the RASF, Lufthansa,
Boeing and the TU Berlin for giving me the
chance to do so. I’m glad and happy to be
here and to experience a different life and
a different education. Thanks again for the
huge support!
Best regards from Seattle, Washington
State, USA.
Moritz Göhler

A Merry and Peaceful Christmas Time
To All of You and
A Happy and Successful New Year
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