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Dear Friends of the Reinhardt Abraham Memorial Foundation,
Yet another successful and exciting year of serving RASf comes to an end.
The support of Lufthansa Technik’s human resources organization introduced in late
2007 continuously improved the student relationship management. Together Boeing
and Lufthansa Technik HR colleagues further optimized the selection and
subsequent exchange process, one important success factor for the future of our
foundation.
In addition, we were able to win more program alumni for a professional career at
Lufthansa Technik, three young academics within the past two years.
One of our alumni, Marek Rinke, helped us with a well designed RASf poster
distributed all over TU Berlin to successfully promote our foundation among the TU
Berlin students. Compared to last year we noticed a significant increase of very
qualified applicants this year. We were able to ask 16 students to join our program,
two more than last year.
Due to our foundation’s rather conservative funds management we were not hurt by
the global financial crisis allowing us to pursue our foundation’s mission as in the past
years.
Last but not least, I want to thank YOU, all our friends of RASf, for your continuous
and loyal support and your trust in our work. I very much hope that we can rely on
your help also in the future.
On behalf of all members of the RASf team I wish you a peaceful Holiday Season
and a good start into a healthy, happy and successful New Year 2010!
Bernhard Conrad
Chairman of the Board
Deutsche Lufthansa Berlin-Foundation
DLBS HAMZU
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Lufthansa Technik AG
Talent Relationship Program “Technik Talents”

This year the Lufthansa Technik Talent Relationship Program “Technik Talents”
brought out another very excellent candidate. Mr. Marek-Sebastian Rinke started to
work for Lufthansa Bombardier Aviation Services GmbH at the Airport Berlin
Schönefeld in the Customer Engineering & Production Planning department in
September 2009.
He supported the Foundation excellently in this year's marketing activities for the
scholarship so that as result there have been a lot more applications for the
scholarship than in former times. We would like to thank him again for his efforts.
Especially we would like to thank the Reinhard Abraham Memorial Foundation for all
given support and Boeing for the offer of internships in which the students gain
interesting work experience.
We wish Mr. Rinke all the best for his professional and private career.
Best regards
Savenia Budinic

Lufthans Technik AG
Hochschulkontakte und akademische
Nachwuchsprogramme
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Alexander Kaus

Boeing Trainee Program 2009
March 2009 to Sep. 2009
Does it really rain that much in
Seattle…?

rain jacket was indeed a good idea.
But on the positive side, it could only
get better and it absolutely did.
Besides some difficulties with getting
money transferred to my newly opened
U.S. banking account, finding an
apartment and a car was not too
difficult thanks to Johann, who sold me
his Dodge Caravan and helped me a
lot during the first week. And so, after a
few days of organizing my new life in
the States, work at Boeing already
started with the company orientation
day.
Working at Boeing

That’s what I am asking myself now
after a great and sunny summer in
Seattle. When I received the message
that I had been selected for one of the
internships at Boeing, everybody told
me to get a good rain jacket and not to
forget my umbrella before moving to
the rainiest city in the Pacific
Northwest. So I was equipped for the
worst but experienced the total
opposite. But let’s go back in time a
few months…
Starting my Adventure
After many many (many) weeks of
bugging people at Boeing and my visa
agency I finally found my passport
containing my visa in the mailbox,
three days before my planned
departure.
Within the first two weeks, my new
hometown really tried to give me a full
demonstration
of
its
weather
capabilities:
Snow,
heavy
rain,
moderate rain, light rain, mist, fog, the
characteristically deep overcast and a
little bit of sunshine. Investing in a new
DLBS HAMZU

Working at Boeing was quite different
from what I had experienced so far.
Starting at 6:30am in the morning
(some of my colleagues already got to
the office at 5:30am) took me some
time to adjust to. Neither did I have
lunch at 11am before. But there were
also advantages of getting up earlier.
The traffic on the main freeway and the
parking situation around the Everett
plant were much more convenient at
this time.
Working in a cubicle with only little
daylight was also a new experience for
me. For asking questions and having
small talk it is really nice to have your
co-workers only a few steps away, but
you’re also involuntarily participating in
everyone’s phone calls. To make it
easier to stay concentrated and awake,
I have been a good customer at the
unique Tully’s coffee shop (comparable
to Starbucks) next to the 777
production line.
I have been working for the Aviation
Safety Group in Everett. This group
performs in-service fleet support for all
Boeing wide body models (747, 767
and 777) except the 787 and support
product development with safety
studies for future airplanes, e.g. the
747-8. The first one is about helping
different
engineering
teams
to
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determine if an in-service event is or is
not a safety relevant issue for one or
several
airplane
models.
Communicating those events including
Boeing’s solution to the FAA (Federal
Aviation
Authority)
and
finally
submitting
service
bulletins
(maintenance manuals for fixing those
problems) is also part of my group’s
work and gave me a good idea about
what it means to work together with a
federal authority.
During those interesting six months I
have been working on different
projects in both product development
and in-service fleet support. It was a
unique chance and very interesting to
see how Boeing handles all the
different incidents from the ‘real world’
and to support those in various
disciplines like structures, oxygen
supply and flight controls.
While working together with the
product development people of my
group, I also supported the 747-8F
electrical gauntlet test preparation.
During this test, engineers are able to
check various in-flight system functions
of an airplane while it’s still on the
ground. Unfortunately I was not able to
participate in the gauntlet test or to see
the first flight of the new 747 derivative,
because my internship ended too
early.
At this point I have to send a big
“Thank You” to everyone of my group.
They all welcomed me very friendly
and really helped me a lot with all my
new tasks. Although my colleagues
were a little older than me, we got
along very well and always found fun
topics to talk about. Also “Thank You”
to the whole Lufthansa and Boeing
Team for offering this great program
and making all those experiences
possible.
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Exploring the Puget Sound (how I
spent my free time):

Hydroplane Races at Sea Fair

In the summertime, Seattle and the
Puget Sound region are probably one
of the best places to be. I think I’ve
never wasted a weekend at home. This
region offers so many opportunities for
your free time and there is something
interesting for everyone. Unfortunately
half a year doesn’t have enough
weekends to explore all of it. For those
who don’t want to drive long distances
and like being in a city, Seattle
Downtown with its skyscrapers, the
Pike Place Market and the Space
Needle are definitely worth visiting. It
doesn’t take long to realize why Seattle
had been voted to be the most liveable
city in the United States. With some of
the museums Seattle can be seen as
the cultural centre of the Northwest. To
experience more of the American
culture don’t miss going to one of the
many Mariner’s baseball games or to
feel the extraordinary atmosphere in
the Seahawk’s football stadium.
But of course the Puget Sound region
offers much more to see than only the
so called Emerald City. Going to the
West, the Olympic National Park offers
more to see than only famous cities
from
popular
vampire
books.
Breathtaking views from the Hurricane
Ridge, the Hoh Rain Forest or day
hikes including relaxing in thermal hot
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springs are
attractions.

only

some

of

the

About a half hour drive to the East, the
Cascade Mountain Range. In the
summer, the North Cascades National
Park offers some nice day hikes but
also long distance hiking trails
including wildlife camping for those
who prefer remote areas and a little
more adventure. Don’t miss the chance
to go white water rafting on one of the
rivers like the Skykomish. It has some
of the most difficult rapids to raft
commercially.

recordkeeping but also about 80 clear
days in the Rainy City. Even in the
Evergreen State (written on every
vehicle license plate) all lawns without
irrigation system turned brown and
most electronics shops were sold out
of air conditionings. So I can not really
complain about too much rain. I had to
leave Seattle on a similar day like the
one I arrived on. Light rain and a
cloudy sky. I had really maxed out my
sunny days for the summer.

A really fascinating place in the Puget
Sound is the group of the San Juan
Islands. Several small public and
private islands connected by the
Washington state ferries are the
starting point for lots of whale watching
tours. The chances of seeing Gray
Whales and Orcas are quite good on a
sunny day.
Swing and Miss at Safeco Field

Kenmore Air de Havilland Beaver

To sum it up…
Coming back to my first question,
Seattle has an average of 58 sunny
days per year. I did not only
experience the hottest day ever
(105°F) since the beginning of weather
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Back home in Berlin I miss a lot of
things like the open American business
culture, friendly people in shops, and of
course the pay checks coming every
second week. But there are also some
things I won’t miss. Although Seattle
has one of the better public transport
systems in the U.S. it is not
comparable to the one in Berlin. It’s
really enjoyable being able to get
around with public trains without
wasting a lot of time and gas in traffic
jams every day. Also nothing comes
close to German bread and food in
general. After some weeks of eating
muffins, brownies and other different
aggregate states of sugar I started
paying the extra dollars for European
style food. About 6 Dollars for bread
which is not squeezable and 7 Dollars
for normal cheese is nothing shocking
for me anymore.
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Concluding, here is a list of my
‘favourite’ American inventions:
-

Fat free milk
Non stick spray for cooking
Discount high calibre gun shops
Car idling
Drive through banking
‘Venti’ as a coffee cup size

DLBS HAMZU
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Matthias Beck

exhausting windowless office days at
work.

Boeing Trainee Program 2009
Sep. 2009 to March 2010

Unfortunately I am the only TU Berlin
trainee during this winter term, as was
Alexander Kaus, my predecessor,
during the summer period. As Alex had
the chance to meet many US students
that were doing their summer
internship at Boeing, I have to admit
that I have had a hard time finding my
peers as the winter is an off season for
US interns. Both, Alex and I, were
lamentably not able to take advantage
of some inherent synergies a pair of
trainee brings like e.g. sharing an
apartment, or spend the free time
together and travel.
Nevertheless I see this as a great way
to be even more open minded and
outgoing to meet new people. But I
wish that in the following years TU
interns don’t have to face these
challenges again.

Report on my current experience in
Seattle as a trainee at the Boeing
Company.

After an unspectacular flight I arrived
safe and sound on September 11th in
Seattle - probably the safest day to fly
nowadays. A little more than two
months have passed so quickly that I
am getting afraid I won’t be able to do
all the things I wanted to until my
return.
Even though I had already visited
Seattle nine years ago as an exchange
student, I didn’t remember it to be so
beautiful.
The first few weeks of the ending
summer keep making up for the now
famous rainy days of autumn. But what
comes down as rain in Seattle at the
Puget Sound is great snow in the
numerous mountains surrounding the
city. And I can’t wait to go skiing soon.
The astonishing sceneries of the
Pacific Northwest truly compensate the
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At work I am happy to report that I am
really enjoying my job in the Cabin &
Network Systems (CNS) department.
The group I am working in is
responsible for on-board wireless
networks, passenger cell phone
systems, airline on-ground cell data
modems, and overall Cabin & Network
Systems requirements and processes.
My tasks focus on technology
assessment and product development
for off-board communication.
As my background is in aeronautical
engineering rather than electrical
engineering I have had to brush up on
a lot of knowledge to be able to keep
up with the work to be done. I am
grateful for working in a slightly
different field as it is a great challenge
and it reminds me of the fact that life is
a constant learning experience and
especially with a new job studying
doesn’t stop after university.
As many of my antecessors have
already outlined the difficulties of
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getting settled in a new country in
previous Newsletters, including finding
a place to life, buying a car, and taking
care
of
much
administrative
paperwork, I would like to stress only
one issue: Money matters!
But before that I would like to point out,
that Alexander and I are in the process
of writing up a little booklet of advices
for successors of the Boeing Trainee
Program with the Reinhardt Abraham
Memorial Foundation based on our
experience starting with the visa
application process and ending with
some useful travel hints. Until we finish
that guide, I would like to refer new
candidates and everybody else, who is
interested in reading about my very
personal experiences so far, to my
(German) blog and pictures @
(http://matthiasinseattle.blogspot.com).
As mentioned in the last paragraph, I
would like to talk a little bit about
money, since I believe it has not been
addressed closely in the previous
reports, but its importance during the
first few days should not be
underestimated.
Even though the Boeing Company
generously pays for the hotel for up to
14 nights and a rental car for 3 days,
plus helps settling in by giving an
housing allowance, it should carefully
be considered carrying a very good
amount of own funds to pay for the
high expenses of security deposits and
first month(s)’ rent and a car.
To speak numbers: I pay $750/month
for my apartment (note: one can find a
room in a shared living or an own flat
outside of Seattle for less). Due to the
lack of a credit background (within the
USA), which is quite normal for a
visiting alien who just opened a new
bank account and applied for the social
security
number,
my
landlord
requested two month in advance plus a
security deposit of the same amount
totaling my first check to $2’250. A
good used car can rate at up to $2’000
DLBS HAMZU

plus registration ($150) and insurance
($300), and buying some furniture
and/or appliances can also cost up to
another $500. So expect to bring about
$4’000 to $5’000, most suitable in
travel checks which you can deposit to
open your new bank account because
you might not receive your first pay
check for up to three weeks and your
housing allowance not until your social
security number has been issued,
which can take several weeks.
Once everything is taken care of, you
start working and receiving your first
pay checks you break even soon and
the salary pays pretty well for all the
expenses. Depending on the location,
your comfort exigencies and whether
you prefer to life alone or share an
apartment you may pay between $500
and $800 for living. Food ranks at
about $300 to $500 per month,
including the pricy cafeteria (~$7/day)
and gas costs about $40 per week.
Obviously there are more expenses if
you wish to have a phone, cable TV,
go out and/or travel, etc.

One last advice for new candidates:
Contact your manager to find out
where exactly you will be working as
Boeing has about 19 sites in the
greater Puget Sound area and you
don’t want to be looking for a place to
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life in Everett when you will be working
in Seattle or Renton. It almost
happened to me.
Finally, I would like to use this
opportunity thanking a few people that
have made this (ongoing) wonderful
experience possible in the first place:
A special thanks goes to Alexander
Kaus. He helped me tremendously
during the first days of orientation and
settling in Seattle. I would not have
been able to accustom myself so
quickly to the new environment without
Alex’ help, that started as early as his
own internship, continued throughout
his entire stay by intensive e-mail
correspondence and did not end once I
arrived in the USA, in contrary, even
intensified as he helped me move into
my new apartment, passed his
furniture and car on to me, car-pooled
the first two weeks to work with me,
showed me around and gave me all
kinds of important hints and clues, and
lots more. Thank you, Alex!

support and confidence, passing an
entire project into my responsibility. I
continue to look forward working with
you all!
Last but not least, I would like to thank
my family and Bianca for their
continuing love and support. Thanks!
Congratulations to the new candidates!
The Reinhardt Abraham Scholarship is
an
unequaled
opportunity
and
facilitator for an amazing experience in
the field of aerospace engineering.
Best wishes for the Holiday Season
and a good start into a successful and
healthy year 2010 to all!
by Matthias Beck
November 19, 2009

I also would like to thank April
Stempniak from Boeing Commercial
Airplanes (BCA) Global Engineering
and Technology & Global Trainee
Program, who facilitated the orientation
process by carefully and speedily
taking care of visa matters in advance,
arranging for a rental car and hotel
during my first few days. Savenia
Budinic and Natascha Klose from
Lufthansa Technik were a great help,
too, in easing the effort of visa
application and flight arrangements.
Thank you to Kenneth Henshaw, who
is a supporting and caring manager in
CNS, who made it easy for me to
become a part of his group by promptly
providing me with the necessary
resources and introducing me to key
employees.
Timothy Mitchell, who on top of being
my lead engineer I consider a friend, is
a fantastic mentor and I can’t learn
enough from him. Thank you for your
DLBS HAMZU
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Simon Moritz Göhler

Student Exchange Program
Sep. 2008 to Feb. 2009

Hello!
It’s scary how fast time passes by
when you have a great time…
It’s been now a little bit more than a
year that I left Germany for my study
abroad at the University of Washington
in Seattle not knowing that the
following year would become one of
greatest of my life!
Now, 4 month after returning to
Germany it becomes clearer and
clearer that that year was totally worth
all the work and patience - first the long
application process and then the
countless hours of work in the library at
the UW. I learned a lot -personally and
academically. I was also privileged to
experience the American campus life
as well as the American culture in
general. But most of all I got to know
so many nice people from all over the
world – Americans, Europeans,
Africans, Asians and Australians. It
DLBS HAMZU

has been a great time in every respect
– culturally and academically. Thanks
to the RASF, the TU Berlin and the
University of Washington for making all
that possible with their amazing
support!
But let me go back and tell a little bit
more in detail:
It took me some time to get used to the
American way of studying and to get to
know people from my program better.
But since everyone was really nice and
open to foreign students it was just a
matter of time.
The next big events that I remember
were definitely Halloween and Thanks
Giving which are known to be typical
American and they are. An American
friend from my soccer team invited me
over to his house to have a real
Thanks Giving dinner with his family –
a good atmosphere, a lot of nice
people and even more food – Turkey,
Pumpkin Pie and freshly mashed
potatoes included!
At school research went well and I
started to write my pre-thesis
(Studienarbeit) for my study in Berlin.
The courses I took were really
interesting too and soon you realize
that the first quarter passed by already.
In the Christmas break I went skiing in
Canada and celebrated New Year’s
Eve with a lot of friends in Las Vegas.
The winter quarter started immediately
after and I have to say that days at
school can be really long if you have to
do
your
weekly
homework
assignments, your regular studies and
if you have to work on your pre-thesis.
But all that isn’t too bad if you have
nice class mates and friends you can
meet up with for a break and
afterwards to watch some college
basketball and NBA (which I became a
big fan of).
But life was not just studying. There
was still enough time go on road trips
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and do other fun activities. It is really
nice for example that there are several
ski resorts within 2 hours of drive from
Seattle which we took advantage of a
lot. For me as an aerospace student
there was also no doubt that I would
visit the Museum of Flight and the
Boeing facilities in Everett!
I ended up staying one more quarter
than originally planned to finish my prethesis. Additionally I got to see
beautiful Seattle in spring time…
Before I flew back to Germany three
friends of mine and me went on a 4
week road trip from Seattle to New
York and saw Yellowstone and Glacier
National Park, the Wild West, Mount
Rushmore,
Chicago,
Toronto,
Washington D.C. and many more
amazing places!
I’m back where I started: in Berlin at
the TUB. The transfer of my pre-thesis
and my credit points went well. Right
now I’m writing on my final Diploma
Thesis and will most likely be
graduating early next year but I will
never forget my great year in Seattle.
Thanks again for your amazing support
RASF, TUB and UW!
Best regards,
Moritz Göhler

DLBS HAMZU
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Nicolay Altanov

Boeing Trainee Program
Sep. 2008 to March 2009

I arrived in the United States of
America for the first time on September
7th 2008. In the beginning, it was
somewhat stressful till I found a place
to live and a car to drive. The previous
interns assisted me a lot in showing
the city, different shopping centres as
well as the location of the company. I
lived in a house in Edmonds, a suburb
community 10 miles north of Seattle for
the first few weeks, which was a
fifteen-minute commute to the Boeing
Company. Later on I moved to another
house in Lynnwood, where I lived with
a few more people, one of them an
aeronautical engineer whom I learned
many new things about the aerospace
industry and life in United States.
The first few days in the company were
very exciting. I got to know my coworkers and the process of working in
a big and diverse company such as
Boeing. In the beginning, I completed a
lot of online trainings which are
requirements for new employees. I
worked in the Functional Test
Engineering department. My initial
project was to investigate and provide
solution to some issues of the 777
airplanes cockpit’s windows. There
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were some customers concerns with
the issues. I identified a team of
experts and scheduled weekly meeting
with them to enhance my technical
knowledge and provide solution to the
issues.
I
utilized
my
project
management and technical skills which
I had learned during my education at
the university to deal with such a
challenging tasks in the real work and
production environments. My next and
main assignment (which actually was
in parallel with the other one) was to
make an analysis of all the automated
functional tests in the 777 Final
Assembly production line. There were
many factors and variables to consider
such as, the test communication with
the airplane, which system and flight
control buses of the airplane’s Central
Maintenance Computer are consumed
by the tests, what test mode
(air/ground) the airplane should be at
during the test and so on. The
objective was to figure out which tests
can be performed in parallel to reduce
the Final Assembly Flow time. I had
the opportunity to work every other
week in the factory close to 777 Final
Assembly Line. I spent time in the
cockpit and observed how the
technicians performed the tests which
provided me the opportunity to ask
them different questions and work
closely with them. I also worked closely
with the industrial engineers and
learned a lot about scheduling the
Final
Assembly
workloads
and
developing bar charts to monitor work
progress.
Weekly
meetings,
presentations and project progress
reports were also a part of my job. I
presented the accomplishments of the
week and the action plan for the
following week to the team’s manager
every Thursday.
Besides working at the Boeing
Company, my life in the United States
was very exciting. I was the captain of
a Volleyball team and participated in a
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Boeing Volleyball league. On the
weekends I used the opportunity to
visit many nice places in the Seattle
area. My girlfriend and I, along with
one of my best friends travelled to Las
Vegas, one of the most exciting cities
in the U.S. during our Christmas
holidays. At the time of writing this
report, I am in the last few weeks of my
internship which after finishing it, I will
use the opportunity to travel through
the country and intend to visit New
York and Washington D.C.
At the end I would like to say a big
THANK YOU to Lufthansa and the
Boeing Company for making my
dreams come true. I wish my
successors the best of time during their
stay and experience of the lifetime in
the
country
of
the
unlimited
opportunitieFrom Sep. 2008 to Mar.
2009

DLBS HAMZU
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Johann Kim
Boeing Trainee Program
Sep. 2008 to March 2009

In the last year’s newsletter I already
had the chance to thank RASf for this
wonderful trainee program and for the
great support during the organizational
phase. Today I am very thankful for the
amazing impressions, experience, and
the new friendships!
Besides the previously mentioned
assignment to investigate a specific
mechanical behavior of the 777
moveable cockpit window, my main
task was to define and execute a
product cost improvement project.
One feature of the program I
developed
was
the
automated
selection of a specific system
functional test, depending on the
options of the airplane selected by an
airline
customer.
Another feature of the database was to
manage information and data of
functional tests in order to standardize
and share the knowledge inside the
functional test department, which in
turn increased the flexibility of work
distribution within the team.
By implementing this tool I had the
opportunity to familiarize myself with
the tasks and interdependencies of
many different departments - for
example the information and process
flow between the customer option
management
division,
designers,
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functional test engineers and the
mechanics.
After the Trainee Program my wife and
I used the chance to explore the
beautiful and various faces of
America‘s nature and culture on a road
trip. We were impressed by the huge
dunes of Oregon, the imposing
Redwood National Park with its world
highest trees, the taste of California’s
wines, the luminous nights in Las
Vegas, and the mightiness of the
Grand Canyons.

I can recommend this program in all
regards and encourage the students of
the TU-Berlin to take up the challenge
and the chance of the application.
Thank you RASf, Lufthansa and
Boeing for this wonderful and
unforgettable time!
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Thoralf Reichel
Student Exchange Program
Sep. 2009 to March 2010
I arrived in Seattle now almost three
month ago but already within the first
couple of days here I experienced so
much that it could easily fill this report
alone. Things started to be exciting
before we, Flo the other RASf scholar
and me, had even left Germany.
Having arrived in Frankfurt we were
dropped from the flight to Seattle since
it was overbooked. We had to wait until
the people from the RASf found us an
alternative route to Seattle via Munich
and San Francisco, where we had to
spend the night since the flight to
Seattle did not depart before 6 pm the
next day. Fortunately, when we got
there Lufthansa had already booked us
a hotel. Since we were too excited to
sleep much anyway we got up fairly
early, went downtown and explored
San Francisco on a beautifully sunny
day.
Eventually arriving in Seattle one day
later than expected, I was very glad to
have signed up for the Homestay
Program of the FIUTS student
organization,
which
provides
international students with a host
family, who picks you up from the
airport and where you can stay for the
first time in order to get adjusted and
find a place to live. It turned out that
my host family actually is just a couple
of friends and roommates, 28 years in
average, sharing a nice house in
Ballard,
one
of
the
coolest
neighborhoods in Seattle. The night I
arrived, after having spent all day
exploring San Francisco, they took me
to a party and introduced me to all of
their friends. The next day we went to
the Bumbershoot festival, one of the
biggest music festivals in the
Northwest, and saw a whole lot of
amazing live bands. The day after was
DLBS HAMZU

Labor Day, a holiday when people
usually meet with their friends and
have a big BBQ. So did my host family
and me.
If one has the chance to, I can highly
recommend scheduling ones’ arrivals
in Seattle fairly early (your F1- Visa
allows you to enter the United States
one month before classes start). A lot
of things have to be figured out and the
most important thing is to find a room,
which is not always easy. Do not
misunderstand me. There are a lot of
nice and affordable apartments. It just
takes some time to find them.
Eventually I found a very nice
apartment in the U district that I share
with three Americans I really enjoy
living with.
Another important thing that had to be
figured out was which classes one
wants to attend, like in my case, which
study project one wants to work on.
Therefore I just went to the
Aeronautics Department, knocked on
the professor doors, which are always
open when they are in their office, and
they were delighted to tell me about
their research and the different projects
they are working on. So I decided to
work on a research project with
Professor Dabiri which deals with 3D
Digital Particle Image Velocimetry and
Thermometry. I especially appreciate
the way the Professor discusses
problems with you and really cares
about ones point of view.
Moreover I got affiliated with the
University of Washington Climbing
Club who, besides rock climbing trips,
organizes hikes, snow-shoe trips, ice
climbing and skiing trips almost every
weekend. Since I do not have a car I
am really dependent on someone else
to give me rides and these guys really
know the area and so it is a great
opportunity to get to know the
amazingly beautiful surroundings. I
already got to go hiking on Mt. Baker
and Mt. Rainier, went rock climbing in
the North Cascades and Vantage,
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kayaking in the San Juan Islands and
swimming in the Puget Sound.
Whereas the weather during the first
couple of weeks was unexpectedly
sunny and warm, now the weather has
arrived which Seattle is well known for.
Since the outdoor climbing season is
over for this year I usually go climbing
in the IMA, the Universities huge
multipurpose sports gym. The IMA
offers almost all kinds of sports and is
totally free for students. Fortunately all
the rain that hits Seattle comes down
as snow in the surrounding mountains.
Hence the ski season is on now and
Seattle offers a variety of ski resorts in
less the 90 minutes of a car ride.
So no matter what the weather in
Seattle might sometimes be like, there
is tons of stuff to do and I couldn’t care
less about the weather. There is no
amount of rain that can stop you from
having a good time in and around
Seattle.
In ending I want to take the chance to
thank all people who made this
exceptional experience possible. I am
very thankful to the RASf, Lufthansa
and the TU Berlin for giving me the
chance to come to Seattle. I have been
having a great time so far and I am
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looking forward for the things that are
still to come …
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A Merry and Peaceful Christmas Time
To All of You and
A Happy and Successful New Year
Wolfgang Hübel
Secretary of the Foundation
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